MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2011 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Tom Balsley

Councilman George Rucker 


Councilman John Henderson 


Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                        

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
Councilman Richard Johnson
CITY STAFF PRESENT:                  
Michael J. Pearce, Interim City Manager








Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk








William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director

Chris Phillips, Finance Director

Edd Hunt, Police Chief

Terresia Scoble, Main Street Manager

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order. He noted that Frank Strader of the City’s Public Works Department had lost his wife unexpectedly and asked everyone to remember the family. 

The Mayor then recognized Dr. Bill Duke of First Baptist Church on Main Street to provide the invocation. Following the invocation, Dr. Duke noted that he had left information for the Council members on the fund-raising efforts for the youth Summer Day Camp and the upcoming Mission of Mercy Dental Clinic. (A COPY OF THE TWO LETTERS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) 

The Council then led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.
Mayor Festerman asked if there were any items Council members wanted removed from the Consent Agenda? None were offered, but the Mayor said he would like to remove Item No. 2.

Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1, 3 and 4.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 9, 2011 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE MARCH 15, 2011 RECESSED MEETING (OPEN SESSION).

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the March 9, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes and the March 15, 2011 Recessed Meeting Minutes (Open Session).
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CITY OF GREENSBORO IN REVISING AND/OR REPEALING THE JORDAN LAKE WATERSHED RULES. 

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the following Resolution:
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CITY OF GREENSBORO IN REVISING AND OR REPEALING THE JORDAN LAKE WATERSHED RULES

WHEREAS, the Jordan Lake Rules were adopted at a time before the depth and breadth of the current economic decline was realized by parties to both the negotiations and the enactment of this legislation; and

WHEREAS, enforcement of the Wastewater Discharge Rule 15A NCAC 02.B .0270 no later than calendar year 2016 in the current economic climate will severely deplete the available resources of the local municipal and county governments; and

WHEREAS, the potential for the existing development retrofit rule requirements for the Haw River beginning in 2017 will place an undue burden on an already overtaxed economy; and

WHEREAS, not all affected local governments have the necessary manpower to implement the required stormwater permitting under the Rules; and

WHEREAS, the Jordan Lake Rules are an unfunded mandate, which place further economic strain upon local governments; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 70 (Rules Modification and Improvement Program) specifically states it shall guide the drafting, adoption, modification, and review of any rules and regulations; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 70 (Rules Modification and Improvement Program) specifically states that no rules shall not impose undue burden upon persons or entities who must comply with the rules; and

WHEREAS, the current economic realities require the Wastewater Discharge Rule implementation be delayed for four (4) years until 2020, and the initial monitoring of the Haw River, the potential Stage Two Adaptive Management Program, and the Stormwater Management for New Development requirements, be delayed until March 1, 2020.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Reidsville City Council hereby joins in efforts to delay the implementation of the Jordan Lake Rules and to specifically delay the implementation of Session Law 2009-269, Section 2. (b), from 2016 to 2020, to delay the monitoring report and the potential Stage Two Adaptive Management Program set out in Section 3. (d)(2) a., from March 1, 2017 until March 1, 2020, and to delay the implementation of the Stormwater Management for New Development requirements as specified in the Jordan Lake Rules until March 1, 2020.

This the 13th day of April, 2011.

/s/______________________________________

JAMES K. FESTERMAN, MAYOR

__________________________________
____________________________________

TOM BALSLEY, MAYOR PRO TEM
COUNCILMAN RICHARD JOHNSON

__________________________________           ____________________________________

COUNCILMAN JOHN HENDERSON 
COUNCILMAN GEORGE O. RUCKER

__________________________________           ____________________________________

COUNCILMAN W. CLARK TURNER 
COUNCILWOMAN JOAN ZDANSKI

ATTEST:

_____________________________

Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk                                               (SEAL)
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 – APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 25, WHICH APPROPRIATES $4,500 TO REPLACE A STORM DRAIN AT JC PARK.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the following Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 25 based on the March 31, 2011 memo from Parks & Recreation Director Dale Hagwood (A COPY OF THE MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.):
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 25

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 5, 2010 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2010-2011; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds to replace a storm drain at Jaycee Park.
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 5, 2010 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.  That revenue account number 11-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $4,500.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 11-6121-5800, Capital Improvements, be increased by $4,500.00.
This the 13th day of April, 2011.

                     /s/ _____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

   City Clerk

- End of Consent Agenda -
Council members then turned to the pulled Consent Agenda item.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO CLOSING THE UPPER PIEDMONT RESEARCH STATION AND CHINQUA-PENN TRAIL. 
Mayor Festerman said he had pulled this item from the Consent Agenda because of its importance. He asked Interim City Manager Michael Pearce who the Resolution will be sent to. Pearce said it would probably be sent to the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, Representative Bert Jones, Governor Beverly Perdue, etc. It was noted how important the facility is to our local community.
Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski, to approve the Resolution. The motion passed in a 6-0 vote.

The Resolution as approved follows:

A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO CLOSING UPPER PIEDMONT RESEARCH STATION AND CHINQUA-PENN TRAIL

WHEREAS, agricultural research stations were established during the Great Depression to ensure a plentiful and affordable food supply for the nation; and, 

WHEREAS, at the Upper Piedmont Research Station (UPRS) in Rockingham County is a 65-year-old Black Angus herd, the oldest Angus herd on the east coast, and the most valuable and significant herd in the state; and,


WHEREAS, this closed herd provides unique research opportunities, generating hundreds of thousands of dollars in research grants, many from out of state; and,

WHEREAS, the beef efficiency work at UPRS is on the cutting edge in the nation, with the potential to revolutionize the beef cattle industry; and, 

WHEREAS, the UPRS has the oldest no-till plots for corn and soybeans on the east coast, which are extremely valuable research tools that must be studied over many years and cannot be moved; and,

WHEREAS, the NC State University Crop Science Department has deemed UPRS the state's most important site for burley tobacco research; and,

WHEREAS, NC A&T State University has recently invested about $250,000 on the small ruminant nutrition research site at the UPRS, currently studying goats; and,

WHEREAS, the Chinqua-Penn Farmers' Market at the UPRS provides an important retail outlet for local farmers and a popular source of local, healthful food for our citizens; and,

WHEREAS, the Chinqua-Penn Walking Trail on the UPRS, Rockingham County's premier trail, promotes health and wellness in our county and provides unique educational opportunities for K-12 and college students on property recognized for both natural and historical significance; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Perdue’s proposed budget mandates closing the UPRS, eliminating all its staff positions and property, including the Chinqua-Penn Walking Trail and Farmer’s Market; and
WHEREAS, because of agricultural research, our food continues to be plentiful and affordable, and closing the research stations could ultimately jeopardize food production;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Reidsville, North Carolina, meeting on April 13, 2011, does hereby declare its opposition to closing the Upper Piedmont Research Station and the Chinqua-Penn Walking Trail.

This the 13th day of April, 2011.

/s/________________________________________

James K. Festerman, Mayor

Reidsville City Council

ATTEST: 

/s/__________________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk                                                            (SEAL)

RECOGNITIONS:
PRESENTATION OF 2009-10 STATE TREASURER’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN ACCOUNTING AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT TO THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT FOR ITS UTILITY RATE STUDY.
Interim City Manager Pearce recognized Jim Burke of the State Treasurer’s Office, who was on hand to present the State Treasurer’s Award to the City for its 2010-11 Utility Rate Study. Also taking part in the presentation was Michael Schertzinger of McGladrey and Pullen, representing the NCACPA Government Committee. He gave some background on the award. He said the awards process is extremely competitive and that the decision-making is tough each and every year. He stressed that this is a statewide recognition.

The award is presented to those municipalities with a population between 7,500 and 25,000. The award was announced at the GFOA meeting held March 3rd at Research Triangle Park, it was noted. State Treasurer Janet Cowell is committed to this award, which has been presented for 21 years, Schertzinger said. The objectives of the award are to give an opportunity for governments to improve financial practices and to be recognized for achieving such practices. He noted that other governments are encouraged to borrow ideas that receive these awards.
The State Treasurer’s Award goes to the City of Reidsville’s 2010-2011 Utility Rate Study and Finance Director Chris Phillips. Burke read the inscription on the plaque. Phillips recognized his staff, especially Rochelle Tucker, Michelle Smith and Denise Toms for helping him with the study. He thanked the City Council for giving them the resources and trust to do this internal study.
PROCLAMATION FOR NATIONAL POLICE WEEK MAY 15-21, 2011, AND NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL DAY, WHICH IS OBSERVED IN NORTH CAROLINA ON MAY 9, 2011.
Mayor Festerman asked Police Chief Edd Hunt to come forward. The Mayor then read the proclamation aloud to the audience. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Chief Hunt accepted the proclamation on behalf of the men and women of the Police Department and their families. He thanked the Mayor and Council for the recognition. He noted that for those who had lost their lives in the line of duty, it was good for their families to know they are not forgotten.
Honor for retired Captain William Hairston.
Mayor Festerman asked Chief Hunt to share a recent honor for one of the City’s police retirees. 
Chief Hunt explained that several months ago he was approached by Bob Gower of the Reidsville Elks Club about nominating retired Police Captain William Hairston for the Enrique S. Camarena Drug Awareness Award for North Carolina. The longtime police officer and pastor has been working with the DARE program since his retirement. An application was submitted, and Captain Hairston won for the State. On May 7, the Elks Club will present Hairston with the national award in Asheville, the Police Chief said. The Mayor said this was an outstanding honor for Hairston. The award is named after a DEA agent who lost his life in an incident in Mexico. Mayor Festerman said he was delighted to have one of our own receive the award.
Arrest made in B&Es.

Interim City Manager Pearce recognized Chief Hunt and his department for making an arrest that may land up solving a number of local B&Es, including a break-in at the City Attorney’s office.
SECOND READING OF TEXT AMENDMENT (T2011-1) TO THE CITY’S ZONING ORDINANCE, WHICH WOULD AMEND ARTICLE V, SECTION 3, SPECIAL USES, INTERNET SWEEPSTAKES CAFES, BY DELETING THE REQUIREMENT OF HOURS OF OPERATION NOT TO EXCEED 10 A.M. TO 12:00 A.M.   (THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THIS ISSUE WAS HELD ON MARCH 9 AND ENDED IN A 3-2 VOTE.) 
In making the staff report, Interim City Manager Pearce explained that this is the second reading of Text Amendment T2011-1 and does not require a public hearing. He said this change was requested at the last City Council meeting. While it got a favorable vote, it did not get a two-thirds vote to pass; therefore, it had to be heard for a second time, he explained.
Pearce reviewed several of the issues involved, noting that last year, Randy Moore received a Special Use Permit for an Internet Sweepstakes Café. Mr. Moore was asking that the restriction of hours from 10 a.m. to 12 a.m. be lifted. Three businesses that are grandfathered don’t have to adhere to these restrictions and can operate 24/7, he said. Mr. Moore requested the text amendment to allow new operations to be on a “level playing field” with the grandfathered businesses.

Councilwoman Zdanski made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the text amendment as presented.

The Text Amendment as approved follows:

Amendment T 2011-1
AMENDING THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

ARTICLE V, DISTRICT REGULATIONS;

SECTION 3, SPECIAL USES  

OF THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina, that the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Reidsville be amended as follows:

Part I.
 By deleting the condition, Hours of Operation shall not exceed 10:00 a.m. to 12 a.m.,  from the Special Use Permit requirements for Internet Sweepstakes Cafés.   
Part II.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina

ADOPTED this the _______ day of _________________, 2011 by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina.


  /s/_____________________________________________________



JAMES K. FESTERMAN, MAYOR, REIDSVILLE, N.C.

/s/__________________________

     Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING FOR JORDAN LAKE RULES COMPLIANCE. 
In making the staff report, Interim City Manager Pearce reported that there are certain things the City needs to do in order to comply with the Jordan Lake Rules. As Council knows, last year, the State approved the Jordan Lake Watershed Rules, which are being formulated by the North Carolina Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water Quality. However, he noted that the City is receiving information regarding these rules in piecemeal fashion. 
Among the first things staff will need to do is to map out the sanitary sewer lines, storm sewer infrastructure and land uses within the City, he stated. If an outside consultant is employed to do it, the costs range from $143,000 to $170,000, he said. However, staff feels they can do the mapping in house with some assistance on the stormwater infrastructure from the Piedmont Triad Council of Governments, Pearce continued.

The two years for the City of Reidsville to complete this project starts in August of this year and must be done by August of 2013, the Interim City Manager said. Again, this work can be done primarily in house with a new GPS unit, he noted, adding that the City’s current unit purchased in 2005 is not accurate enough.

Pearce said that while this does not have to be approved until August of this year, staff feels they need a little more time if they are going to do so much of the work in house.

Referencing a March 30th memo from Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director, Pearce asked Council members if they had any questions. (A COPY OF THE MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Reviewing (a) Sanitary Sewer Line Data Collection, Mayor Festerman said it looked like the City would see a minimum savings of $130,000 from doing the work in house. He noted that Councilman Rucker always wants the City to look in-house to do such work if possible.
Regarding (b) Stormwater Infrastructure, it was noted that staff has done a lot of work mapping the stormwater lines with the GPS, but it must be done in a format the State will accept, Pearce explained. The City can get the services of PTCOG on this part of the project for a cost of $30,250. COG staff will verify what City staff has collected, making any needed changes and reformatting the data.
The Mayor stressed that the City should have a written contract with COG since that organization is undergoing so much change right now.

Regarding (c) Land Uses, there should be no cost to the City other than Setliff’s time, Pearce said. She has the information and tools she needs to do this within the 2 ½ year timeframe, he added.

Pearce then discussed the Stormwater Management Program. He said they are just beginning to get what the State is going to require in terms of a model program and ordinance for cities to follow. A lot of the work will be done in-house, he said, but staff is asking for $2,000 so that PTCOG can review the ordinance and assist as needed.

The Interim City Manager said he is recommending $42,750 be taken from the Sewer Fund’s unallocated reserves for the project. The Mayor said the City is seeing real savings due to the in-house work.

Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve $42,750 for the project from the Sewer fund Undesignated Fund Balance.

The corresponding Budget Ordinance Amendment follows:
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 26

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 5, 2010 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2010-2011; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds to implement the Jordan Lake Rules.
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 5, 2010 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.  That revenue account number 62-3991-0000, Sewer Fund Balance, be increased by $42,750.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 62-7131-1912, Professional Services – Collection System, be increased by $42,750.00.
This the 13th day of April, 2011.
                   /s/  _____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

   City Clerk

Interim City Manager Pearce said that Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff deserves the credit for leading the charge on this.
CONSIDERATION OF A ZONING VIOLATION AT 1125 LAWSONVILLE AVENUE. 

In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff stated that 1125 Lawsonville Avenue is in violation of the City’s Zoning Ordinance. Owned by Curtis Hearn and Heather Hearn, the dwelling is occupied by Curtis Hearn, she said. The house is located within the City’s Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ). 
Setliff said staff has received numerous complaints about the property since 2009 with the latest complaints being about outside storage of tires and a junk vehicle. She noted that per the City’s Zoning Ordinance, a junk vehicle is one that does not display a current license tag and that cannot be self-propelled or moved like originally intended.

Setliff said she was asking that Council not only go forward with the current violations but also give staff the authority to proceed with Section 1.8 if there are future zoning violations.

The Assistant Community Development Director said they had given notice to the owners in February of the violations, and this would be the second step in the process. Section 1.8 of the City’s Code of Ordinance requires a 10-day warning citation be issued following the Civil Citation. She noted that this would be two Civil Citations, one for the tires and the other for the junked vehicle. Therefore, once the 10 days is up, the owners would face $200 a day in fines until the violations were abated, she said.

Again, she reiterated that she is asking for continual approval to issue citations in the future on this property. Setliff said that Rockingham County has also cited the property for violations of its Nuisance (trash) Ordinance. She added that this is the second time staff has brought this property before Council for violations. Since this property is in the ETJ, both the City and County can issue violations, she explained.

The property owners have been fined at other times for tire dumping at other locations, Setliff said.

Setliff said she was requesting permission to issue these Civil Citations and get continual authority to issue future citations if needed.

Mayor Festerman asked Setliff, “We’ve done that before? It’s not new?” She replied in the affirmative, noting that Council had done something similar at 328 S. Scales Street, which was a business location. Councilman Rucker asked if that location was still open? Setliff said they understood it had been closed.

Mayor Pro Tem Balsley made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to proceed with as presented in the March 30th memo.

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES TO CAUSE THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES TO BE CLOSED AND VACATED DUE TO VIOLATIONS OF THE CITY’S MINIMUM HOUSING CODE:
Council then proceeded to the two Minimum Housing Code violations.

117 Arlington Street 

In making the staff report, Interim City Manager Pearce said he was requesting permission to vacate and board up 117 Arlington Street. After receiving complaints, Codes Inspector Cole Perkinson inspected the property on September 15, 2010, which revealed violations of the City’s Minimum Housing code. A title search found the property owner to be Bullins Family Homes, LLC, P.O. Box 1601, Reidsville with the lien holder being Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., 1800 Tapo Canyon Road, Simi Valley, CA 93063. Pearce said the owner was sent a notice of the hearing by advertisement and by posting of the property since they declined receipt of the certified letter. The lien holder was also notified of the hearing, which was held October 7, 2010. No one appeared, Pearce stated.
The Interim City Manager explained that an order to repair or close the dwelling was delivered to the owner by advertisement in the newspaper and posting of the property. The Order gave the owners 90days to repair or close the dwelling, and that 90 days expired on February 1, 2011. Pearce noted that the Order required repair because the estimated cost of repairs at $8,000 did not exceed 50% of the value of the building at $20,398.

Pearce said that a follow-up inspection on March 25, 2011 found the building to still be in deteriorated condition. He said there are no unpaid taxes on the property, which has water in the name of Cynthia K. Smalls. The property is occupied, he said.
Pearce also noted that the City Attorney found the property is in foreclosure. He said this is not the first time this has happened. Staff will have to start the eviction process. He briefly explained that process, including the notice being served by the Sheriff’s Department.

Once the tenant has gone, staff will board up the house, Pearce said. In six months, if nothing has changed, he could be bringing back to Council a request for demolition at that time, he said. Councilwoman Zdanski, referring to the added eviction process, said it could be as much as nine months. Pearce agreed.

Mayor Festerman said this is not a public hearing but asked if anyone wanted to address the issue.

Cynthia Smalls of 117 Arlington Street, noting her middle initial is “R” not “K”, indicated she was the tenant of the property and said she needed time to find somewhere else to live. She said she is receiving unemployment and is a full-time student.

Pearce explained to Smalls that once the eviction proceedings are started, she will be given 45 days once the notice is given. The entire process could take 2-3 months, he said.
She replied that was great because right now, she has no where else to go.

Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to authorize the Interim City Manager to take action as authorized in the April 4th memo. (A COPY OF THE MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

The Ordinance as approved follows:

O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 7th day of October, 2010 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 117 Arlington Street, Reidsville, North Carolina TAS Map No. 8905-18-31-6679.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner by Certified Mail on September 20, 2010. Said owner being Bullins Family Homes, LLC. The owner was sent a proper notice of a hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer by advertisement in the Reidsville Review on September 19, 2010 and posting the property on September 16, 2010.  The lien holder was notified of the hearing by certified mail which was received on September 20, 2010.  

WHEREAS, said owner did not appear at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered by advertisement in the Reidsville Review on October 31, 2010 and posting the property on October 28, 2010.  The Order allowed said owners to repair, alter or improve the above structure on or before February 1, 2011, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been repaired, altered or improved, and remains deteriorated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 117 Arlington Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be vacated and closed, and to placard said structure as provided by N.C.G.S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (a) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 13th day of April, 2011.

/s/_____________________________________

    James K. Festerman, Mayor, 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

806 Summit Avenue 

Prior to the discussion, Mayor Festerman said that due to a possible financial conflict, he recused himself from this item. Mayor Pro Tem Balsley took over the meeting.
In making the staff report, Interim City Manager Pearce said he was requesting permission to board up 806 Summit Avenue, which is vacant. After receiving complaints, Codes Inspector Cole Perkinson inspected the property on September 14, 2010 and found violations to the City’s Minimum Housing Code. A title search found the property owners are Russell B. Keeney Jr. and Mary Ellen Kenney, c/o Gary Williams, 3500 Park Avenue, Apt. 3, Richmond, Va. There are no lien holders on the property. Pearce said the property owners were sent a notice of a hearing with Code Enforcement Officer on November 9, 2010, which no one attended.

An Order to repair or close the dwelling was delivered by certified mail on November 12, 2010, Pearce said. The Order gave 90 days to repair or close the building, and that time expired on February 14, 2011. Pearce said that the Order required repair because the estimated cost of repairs at $25,000 did not exceed 50% of the value of the building at $62,843.

The Interim City Manager noted that a follow-up inspection on March 25, 2011 showed that no repairs had been made. The property is unoccupied and does not have water, he said. Staff is recommending the property be boarded up, he said, adding that the property will also have to be cleaned up some, including removal of trees, etc. In six months, if the property owner has made no attempt to repair the property, staff may come back to Council to demolish the structure, he said.
Mayor Pro Tem Balsley asked if anyone wish to speak, but no one came forward.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to approve as recommended. The motion passed in a 5-0 vote. (A COPY OF THE APRIL 3, 2011 MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
The Ordinance as approved follows:
O R D I N A N C E

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 9th day of November, 2010 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 806 Summit Avenue, Reidsville, North Carolina TAS Map No. 8904-09-16-9967.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner by Certified Mail on October 20, 2010. Said owner being Russell B. Keeney, Jr. and Mary Ellen Keeney, c/o Gary Williams.

WHEREAS, said owner did not appear at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered by Certified Mail to said property owner on November 12, 2010.  The Order allowed said owners to repair, alter or improve the above structure on or before February 14, 2011, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been repaired, altered or improved, and remains deteriorated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 806 Summit Avenue, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be vacated and closed, and to placard said structure as provided by N.C.G.S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (a) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 13th day of April, 2011.

/s/_____________________________________

   James K. Festerman, Mayor, 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

Mayor Festerman then returned to the dais and took over the gavel.
CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS:
Interim City Manager Pearce distributed the ballots for the lone Commission appointment.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.  
Interim City Manager Pearce referred to No. 5 on his written report pertaining to a Community Garden at Cambridge Park. (A COPY OF THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) He noted that they had been trying to get some group to take an interest in this project for some time, and the Cambridge Park Community Watch group decided to take it on. The garden is possible with funding from the Reidsville Area Foundation through the Rockingham County Agricultural Extension Service. Pearce explained that there is a vacant property adjacent to the park which will be used for the garden. The funding, which will be about $3,900, will go towards a 60x60-foot fence and materials for the waterline, in addition to seeds, etc. City labor will install the line, but the Community Watch will be in charge of taking care of the site, setting up the rules, deciding who the food will go to, etc., Pearce explained.
Pearce asked for a motion to approve the project.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved in a 6-0 vote, to approve the project.

Proposal by RDC regarding Downtown Festival.

Interim City Manager Pearce distributed a proposal from the Reidsville Downtown Corporation and Main Street Manager Terresia Scoble about the Downtown Festival. (A COPY OF THE PROPOSAL IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) 

Scoble discussed the proposal, explaining that the Rockingham County Tourism Development Authority has $40,000 to distribute in grants to local events. However, $30,000 of that will go to multiple-day events, of which there are currently six. There are 30 one-day events vying for the other $10,000 in funding, she said.
The RDC is proposing to lengthen the one-day festival to three days, with a concert on Friday night, the all-day Saturday event and a gospel singing on Sunday afternoon, Scoble explained. She said they were also recommending a name change for the festival, which has never had an “identity.” She said they considered, what is the essence of Reidsville, and determined it is its people. Therefore, they are recommending changing the name to the Reidsville Downtown “Home Grown” Festival with the tagline, “Come Home for the Weekend.”  Scoble said they want the second weekend in October to be the biggest homecoming and reunion in the State.
Scoble said by lengthening the festival, they will be able to apply for a larger grant, but the RDC also realizes that it will be more work for them and increase the need for more volunteers, for more sponsors and for more behind-the-scenes costs.

Councilman Turner asked about whether there will be vendors on Sunday as well. Scoble said that could be an option. She said it would be the same effort for them whether it was a one-day or a two- to three-day event. By increasing the amount of days, she said she thought they would get more vendors and better quality vendors, but she stressed that they have a big job ahead of them.

Mayor Festerman commended Scoble for her enthusiasm in taking on such a responsibility. He asked about plans for Friday night. She said they planned on having a big band and food vendors on Friday night. She said the cost is the same whether a vendor sets up on Friday night or Saturday morning.

Scoble said they would need to close the streets a little earlier on Friday; however, she stated that a majority of the merchants are open during the festival. It gives them an extra opportunity to increase revenues, she stated, although she noted that there are a few merchants who aren’t happy. She said they have a few months before October to work on that.

The beer garden, Scoble said, would be open Friday night and from 12 noon to 9 p.m. on Saturday.

When asked why the streets have to be closed on Friday, Scoble explained that the food vendors and others come and set up that night instead of Saturday morning. She said they have been closing the streets around 5 p.m., but with the new night planned, they’d like to close them at 3 p.m. on Friday.

Councilman Rucker said he felt 3 p.m. was too early for the downtown merchants. The Mayor agreed, noting that Friday is a big commerce day. The Mayor suggested 4 p.m. at the earliest. Scoble said she believed the local merchants could triple their commerce with the festival. She added that the streets will be open on Sunday and that only Market Square will be used that day.

Mayor Festerman said that Councilman Rucker’s comments were well-intentioned, and the Mayor said he could live with 4 p.m. Scoble said they appreciated any consideration or comments Council could give them.

Discussion continued for several minutes with Scoble talking about plans for advertising the festival and where the car show would be located. Mayor Festerman noted that it had been highly controversial last year about where the cars would be. The Mayor offered his assistance in meeting with the car club if needed.
Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker, approving the multi-day festival.

During the discussion phase, comments were solicited from the audience. Dee Stanfield encouraged Scoble and the RDC not to limit those attending to those who are from Reidsville and can “Come Home for the Weekend.” The Mayor stressed to Scoble the need to solicit feedback from as many people as possible. Demetria Clark said the “Home Grown” idea was brilliant because it means different things to different people and home grown is very trendy right now.

The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.

PTCOG Appointment.

Interim City Manager Pearce said he had received an email from Hilda Sims at the Piedmont Triad Council of Governments asking for the Council to appoint a delegate to PTCOG. This representative would also serve the new Triad Regional Council, he said.

Mayor Pro Tem Balsley made the motion to appoint James Festerman who has been serving as the City’s COG representative. Councilwoman Zdanski seconded the motion.
Mayor Festerman said it has been a real honor to serve as the City’s representative to PTCOG, which he has been doing for more than five years. He explained that there are about six meetings annually for the COG.

The motion passed in a 6-0 vote.

Health Insurance Vote.

As a housecleaning item, Pearce noted that the City Clerk had discovered that at Council’s special meeting on March 31, the board agreed to several actions but failed to make a motion giving the City Manager authority to contract with the third-party administrator, reinsurer and local physician healthcare organization.
Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to give the City Manager that authority.

Budget Work Session Set.
Pearce asked Council members to look at their calendars to schedule a budget work session the week of April 25th. It was decided to meet at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 26, in the first-floor conference room. Mayor Festerman asked if the Council would receive information prior to the meeting, which Pearce indicated they would.

PUBLIC COMMENTS. 

Drug Traffic on Lindsey Street.

Ms. Demetria Clark of 501 Lindsey Street came forward to express concerns about drug traffic increasing in her neighborhood. She said she wanted to know how to end this before it gets worst. She said she believes some of the drug activity is coming from Washington Avenue after a house there was busted.
Ms. Clark was told to give her telephone number to the Interim City Manager, who would get the right people in touch with her.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD & COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Clerk Angela G. Stadler announced that  James Grogan of 1405 Brookwood Drive was unanimously re-appointed to the Reidsville Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission. (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman noted that he had been unable to attend the last meeting in March due to a death in his family. He said he did attend the Chamber of Commerce meeting and noted that Beth Simmons has resigned as Chamber President. He said he was not sure who would be selected to replace her.
The Councilman said the Human Relations Commission is very interested in homelessness in Rockingham County.

Mayor Festerman expressed sympathy to Councilman Henderson for his loss.

Councilman Turner – No report.

Mayor Pro Tem Balsley – The Mayor Pro Tem noted that the Planning Board/Board of Adjustment minutes are in the Council members’ packets.

Mayor Festerman – The Mayor stated that the new concession stand is open at Jaycee Park, and that the players are anxiously awaiting the work on the next ball field.

The Mayor also talked about how much playing time the basketball courts are seeing on South Scales Street. He said a diverse group, racially mixed, is using the courts at all hours of the day. He noted that people get off their second shift jobs and come to play late at night.

Sands House in ETJ Area.

Mayor Festerman stated that the Sands house in the City’s Extraterritorial Jurisdiction is in horrible condition and something needs to be done about it.
Mayor Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to instruct Interim City Manager Michael Pearce that this blight in the community be removed.

Quality Associates Building on Rockingham Drive.
Mayor Festerman said he had been asked on several occasions why this building is not located inside the City limits. Interim City Manager Pearce reported briefly on the history behind the building, which was a project of the former Committee of 100. While it is believed that there had been plans to eventually annex the building into the City, the annexation never took place. Several Council members agreed that the building would probably never be annexed into the City, either voluntarily or involuntarily. The Mayor said he would like the matter to be looked into further.
Councilman Rucker – No report.

Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman reported on the last Reidsville Appearance Commission meeting, at which time Pearce informed the Commission about the work on North Scales Street. She briefly discussed some of the RAC’s other programs, including litter control, thank you signs and the Pride & Participation sites.

The Councilwoman also noted that she recently attended a program sponsored by DEN, the Downtown Entrepreneurial Network, featuring Mr. Opie Taylor. He is the owner of three toy stores, including those in Greenville, SC and Asheville. She wore a hat that Taylor had brought to the seminar.

Mayor Festerman – The Mayor congratulated the City of Eden for being named a finalist in the All-America City competition. He said he planned to write a letter of congratulations. He talked of how great it would be to have two cities in Rockingham County with the award and that he wished Eden well.

The Mayor noted the need to go into closed session. He reminded those present that following the closed session, the meeting would be recessed to reconvene at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 26, in the first-floor conference room.

CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO G.S. 143-318.11(A)(6) FOR PERSONNEL.
Mayor Festerman then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to go into closed session under G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) to discuss personnel.
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION.

Upon return to open session, Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to recess the meeting to reconvene at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 26, 2011.





______________________________________






   James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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