MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2011 AT 6:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Tom Balsley


Councilman Richard Johnson


Councilman John Henderson


Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski



Councilman Donald L. Gorham


Councilman William Hairston


Councilwoman Sherri G. Walker

                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
Councilman George O. Rucker

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
Michael J. Pearce, City Manager








Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk








William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order and noted that Councilman Rucker was unable to attend due to a family illness. He asked those present to keep the Councilman and his family in their thoughts and prayers. He also noted that although she was present, Councilwoman Zdanski was “under the weather.” 

The Mayor then recognized Councilman John Henderson, who provided the invocation. The Councilman was joined at the podium by Councilwoman Zdanski. The Councilman read aloud the following prayer:

“Gracious God of our past, our present and our future, we are thankful for the opportunity to serve our City and its citizens for the past 18 years. We are grateful for our Council Associates, our Staff and our Departments that have been extremely cooperative. Most of all, we are grateful for the citizens of this City who have supported all of our aspirations, desires and efforts. We are grateful for the dedicated employees who have worked tirelessly, some times without scheduled pay raises, for the benefit of this City. Now, as we prepare to step away from this position of service to our City, we pledge our total support to those who will be succeeding us on this Council and pray for success in their every effort to serve this City. This we pray. Amen, Amen, Amen.”
Mayor Festerman and Council members then led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 15th REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.

Mayor Pro Tem Balsley made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the November 15, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes.
The Mayor also noted that the Council had additional minutes (December 7, 2011 Special Meeting Minutes and November 15, 2011 Closed Session Minutes) that needed to be approved. Those minutes had been distributed previously to Council members.

The Mayor Pro Tem made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve all the minutes.
RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING COUNCIL MEMBERS JOHN HENDERSON AND JOAN ZDANSKI.
Mayor Festerman made remarks before recognizing the outgoing Council members individually. He talked of the extraordinary dedication of the Council members and how they had been able to work as a productive team. He described them as “dedicated public servants.” Noting that he was going through an array of emotions, the Mayor said that when he came on Council about 14 years ago, he was somewhat of an outsider. Some on Council did not support him, he said, but he and his fellow Council members bonded rather quickly. He said he remembered what Councilman Rucker had said when the former Council members left, that the Council was a “family.”  The Mayor said he was able to be part of that family in due time, and he thanked the Council members for accepting him as part of that family. He said he thought they had made the City a “much better place.” The Mayor said the Council bonded close together, especially as they went through the loss of family members together. He noted that just three weeks ago, the Council had been very supportive of him during the passing of his best friend and brother and had come together as a family. He told them he was grateful for that.

Mayor Festerman then outlined some of the accomplishments made by the City during the tenure of Henderson, Zdanski and Rucker. 
The Mayor reminded everyone of that cold December day when the City found out that American Tobacco Company would be leaving town, taking with it 25% of the City’s tax base. He talked of the hard work that was done by the Council, including the cuts and sacrifices that had to be made. He noted Reidsville was a stronger City due to the decisions they made.
He said that this Council helped create the Reidsville Industrial Park, which is an international site with companies such as AFG Wipes and AMCOR. He noted that the park has brought in $18.7 million in investment and tax base and 450 jobs.

During this Council’s tenure, two new fire stations were built, the Police Department was renovated at a cost of $2 million dollars and improvements were made to both Vance Street and North Scales Street. The Mayor said Council could especially be proud of North Scales because those improvements made one of the main thoroughfares into our City not only more attractive but also safer. There have been improvements made to Lake Reidsville and the establishment of the greenway trails in the City, giving people a nice place to walk and jog. The Teen Center was established, thanks to former Recreation Director Harry Brown and Police Chief Edd Hunt, to help secure the future of our young people, he noted. The Council has seen the downtown revitalized with projects like Market Square and Kelly’s Way and the netting of $12 million dollars due to the sale of water to nearby Greensboro.
The Mayor cited the City receiving the All-America City status in 2008, which he described as a “rewarding experience” for those who attended. He said he got the opportunity to meet people in Reidsville that he hadn’t known before because of it and had a better appreciation of what Reidsville has to offer. Councilwoman Zdanski interjected that everyone knew in Tampa that “Reidsville was in the house!” The Mayor explained that this was the chant they made during their presentations, which led one of the AAC leaders to say “All of Tampa knows you are in the house.”
Reidsville has also experienced a reduced crime rate due to the excellent leadership of the Police Chief and the work of the police officers, making Reidsville one of the safest cities our size in the State. He listed several key positions, including that of Youth Gang Investigator, Domestic Violence Investigator, Traffic Safety Officer, Burglary Investigator, etc. that had helped lower the crime rate. He noted the need to take a proactive approach to crime.
Mayor Festerman also noted that the Senior Center has received the only “Center of Excellence” designation in the County; that the new Council election system was established to give more minority representation and increased Council membership from 5 to 7; the City’s website was established; the Human Relations Commission was re-established; and the Council hired Pearce unanimously as its new City Manager after determining that the best candidate came from within the City.

The Mayor credited retired City Manager Kelly Almond with helping Reidsville be such a strong City and said Pearce would continue that. And he noted that, along the way, the Council remained a family. Mayor Festerman stressed that didn’t mean they always saw “eye to eye” on everything but nothing was ever done where it became disagreeable. The Council stuck with the decision made by the majority, he said. The Mayor said that basically they cared for each other and had each other’s back. 

Mayor Festerman then read from one of his favorite authors, Lee Rosten, because he said he thought this passage could describe each of them: “I cannot believe that the sole purpose of life is to be happy. I think the purpose of life is to be useful, to be responsible, to be compassionate. It is, above all, to matter, to count, to stand for something, to have made some difference that you lived at all.”

The Mayor said that these Council members had chosen to make the hard decisions and that the City is better because they had done that. He noted that soon, they would vacate their seats, but he didn’t want to say goodbye because that it so final. He added that Councilman Henderson’s prayer was on target and reflected the deep love they feel for this City.

Recognition of Councilman Henderson.

Before Councilman Henderson left the dais, Councilman Turner asked to say a few words. He told Henderson that he had enjoyed his relationship with him, beginning when he (Turner) was Mayor because Henderson had worked to bring about equity and equality in the City, first as part of the NAACP and then on Council. Henderson had wanted the Council to reflect the demographics of our City, Councilman Turner noted. He said he looked forwarding to continuing his friendship with Councilman Henderson and his wife, Ernestine, in the future.
Councilman Henderson then came down front and Mayor Festerman read the following proclamation, which was framed:

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
WHEREAS, John H. Henderson Jr. has been a strong advocate for the City of Reidsville and its citizens for 18 years, first being elected to the Reidsville City Council in 1993 with subsequent re-elections up until the present day; and

WHEREAS, John has been a leader in minority issues, stressing the importance of minority employment within the City as well as minority representation on the Council, an issue he championed as head of the NAACP before even being elected to the City Council; and

WHEREAS, during his years on the Council, he has been a strong supporter of senior citizen programs and facilities and a faithful ambassador for the re-established Human Relations Commission, which he helped turn into a reality; and

WHEREAS, John has been an integral part of the many accomplishments made by the City during his tenure, fostering teamwork and promoting economic development and downtown revitalization; 
NOW THEREFORE, I, James K. Festerman, Mayor of the City of Reidsville, on behalf of the Reidsville City Council, take great pleasure in recognizing and honoring

John H. Henderson Jr.
as he leaves the Reidsville City Council and publicly express to him our grateful appreciation for his outstanding and distinguished service to the City and its beloved citizens.
This 14th day of December, 2011.            

/s/ __________________________

                                                          James K. Festerman, Mayor

Mayor Festerman then called Councilwoman Zdanski down front for the reading of her proclamation, which was also framed:

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
WHEREAS, Joan Marie Zdanski has been a faithful ambassador for the City of Reidsville and has been a familiar face at many City gatherings and events since her first election in 1993, always willing to promote the City of Reidsville and its citizens in whatever way possible because she considers her adopted City and its residents part of her “family”; and

WHEREAS, during her 18 years on the Council, Joan used the managerial skills learned in the workforce and as a mother of seven children to attempt to bring conflicting sides together to ensure outcomes that were best for the City and its residents in the kindest and most gracious way as only she could do; and

WHEREAS, she along with other Council members were part of the delegation that traveled to Tampa, Florida to promote and secure Reidsville’s bid for the coveted “All-America City” designation in 2008; and 
WHEREAS, Joan has been an integral part of the many accomplishments made by the City during her tenure, fostering teamwork and promoting economic development and downtown revitalization; 
NOW THEREFORE, I, James K. Festerman, Mayor of the City of Reidsville, on behalf of the Reidsville City Council, take great pleasure in recognizing and honoring

Joan Marie Zdanski
as she leaves the Reidsville City Council and publicly express to her our grateful appreciation for her outstanding and distinguished service to the City and its beloved citizens.
This 14th day of December, 2011.
/s/  __________________________

                                                               James K. Festerman, Mayor

Mayor Festerman remarked that both Henderson and Zdanski were blessed with loving spouses who supported them in every endeavor. 
Mayor Festerman then presented both Henderson and Zdanski with a platter with the City’s “R” logo on the front and their dates of service on the back. Councilwoman Zdanski said the “R” stood not only for Reidsville but for “respect” and “resilience.”

The Mayor then invited the outgoing Council members to say a few words.

Councilman Henderson thanked the citizens of Reidsville for their support these past 18 years and offered his support to the new Council.

Councilwoman Zdanski said she would like to give the following advice to those present, especially the incoming Council members: Think deeply about what the oath means, she urged them. An oath is very serious business, she noted, and is not just for the City of Reidsville but also for the Constitution of the United States of America and the State of North Carolina as well as the City of Reidsville. It is a big responsibility, she noted. Councilwoman Zdanski said she had always taken to heart the advice of a dear, dear lady, Jean Stanley, the first time she (Zdanski) ran for office. Stanley said she would always support her as long as she didn’t get personal. Councilwoman Zdanski said she had seen Stanley recently and told her that she had always been that “guardian angel” on her shoulder. Stanley told her that the reason she voted for her because she trusted her. Zdanski told the incoming Council members that is why the people vote for them because they trust them. Councilwoman Zdanski stated “In God We Trust” and referenced the oath they are about to take which ends with “so help me God.”
Councilman Turner then told Councilwoman Zdanski that she was a lady who could “fight like a man” but retain the dignity and respect of every citizen. He said he had enjoyed his association with her and husband, Steve, and that they would always be close friends.
Councilman Turner noted that Councilman Rucker had joined the “Dream Team” back in 1994 working with Joan, John, Hunter Davis, Larry Somers and himself. He said he had always been a fan of his uncle, George, and considered Councilman Rucker a close friend as well. He said he wished George well.
Mayor Festerman noted that Councilman Rucker would be given his proclamation and platter as well. Although not read aloud, Councilman Rucker’s proclamation read as follows:

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
WHEREAS, George O. Rucker has been a steady champion for the City of Reidsville and its citizens for 16 years, first being appointed to fill a vacancy on the Reidsville City Council in 1995 before being successfully elected and re-elected in subsequent years; and

WHEREAS, during his many years of service to the City, George has been a strong proponent of the City’s recreational services and facilities, especially those for the youth of Reidsville; and

WHEREAS, during his years on the Council, George has faithfully served his constituents, stating his case for our citizens in a no-nonsense manner that has earned him the respect and admiration of his fellow Council members; and

WHEREAS, George has been an integral part of the many accomplishments made by the City during his tenure, fostering teamwork and promoting economic development and downtown revitalization; 
NOW THEREFORE, I, James K. Festerman, Mayor of the City of Reidsville, on behalf of the Reidsville City Council, take great pleasure in recognizing and honoring

George O. Rucker
as he leaves the Reidsville City Council and publicly express to him our grateful appreciation for his outstanding and distinguished service to the City and its beloved citizens.
This 14th day of December, 2011.
/s/ __________________________

                                                             James K. Festerman, Mayor

The Mayor then invited Judge Fred Wilkins, Chief District Court Judge for District 17-A to come forward and give the oath of office to the incoming Council members. The Mayor also noted that Judge Wilkins was a former City Attorney for Reidsville.
ADMINISTERING THE OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS BY THE HONORABLE FRED WILKINS, CHIEF DISTRICT COURT JUDGE.

Swearing In of Councilman Donald L. Gorham.

Judge Fred Wilkins asked Councilman-elect Donald L. Gorham to step forward to be sworn in. The Judge recited the oath of office, which Mr. Gorham, accompanied by his wife, Gloria, affirmed. The newly-elected Councilman then signed the oath. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) He then took his seat on the dais after shaking hands with his fellow Council members.
Swearing In of Councilman William Hairston.

Judge Fred Wilkins asked Councilman-elect William Hairston to step forward to be sworn in. The Judge recited the oath of office, which the Councilman, accompanied by his wife, Clarice, godparents and pastor, Rev. Clarence Johnson, affirmed. The new Councilman then signed the oath and received a round of applause from the audience. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) He then took his seat on the dais after shaking hands with his fellow Council members.

Swearing In of Councilman W. Clark Turner.

Judge Fred Wilkins asked Councilman W. Clark Turner to come be sworn in. The Judge recited the oath of office, which the Councilman, accompanied by his wife, Susan, affirmed. The new Councilman then signed the oath and received a round of applause from the audience. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) He then took his seat on the dais after shaking hands with his fellow Council members.

Swearing In of Councilwoman Sherri G. Walker.
Judge Fred Wilkins asked Councilwoman Sherri G. Walker to step forward to be sworn in. The Judge recited the oath of office, which the Councilwoman, accompanied by her parents and son, affirmed. The new Councilwoman then signed the oath and received a round of applause from the audience. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) She then took her seat on the dais after shaking hands with fellow Council members.

Mayor Festerman then invited the new Council members to say a few words.

Remarks by Councilman Gorham.
After jokingly saying he had a two-hour speech to read, Councilman Gorham thanked his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for His leadership and guidance. He thanked his wife, Gloria, for serving as his campaign manager and those family members who were present as well as his pastor. He thanked the citizens of Reidsville for putting their trust and confidence in him.
Remarks by Councilman Hairston.
Councilman Hairston thanked his Lord Jesus Christ, his wife, Clarice, and his godparents for their support as well as Rev. Ralph Watkins, who served as his campaign manager. He noted that he had worked for the City of Reidsville for 30 years, and that had been a wonderful time. He said he would do all he could do to uphold the confidence of the citizens. He thanked them again.
Remarks by Councilman Turner.
Councilman Turner thanked his wife, Susan, for letting him do this one more time. He thanked Tyler King for putting out signs for him, as well as Steve and Joan Zdanski. He thanked the citizens of Reidsville for having the faith in him for another four years.
Remarks by Councilwoman Walker. 

Councilwoman Walker said she was so blessed to have the support not only of her church family but other church families in the City. She also thanked her family and friends who worked diligently to get her elected as well. She said she wants to do the citizens of Reidsville proud. She said one of the Council members had said during the campaign that there was a lot to learn, and that was true but she was “new blood” to the Council and that she felt blessed to be a citizen of Reidsville and a citizen of the United States of America.
There was a round of applause for all the Council members.

The Mayor then noted the presence of several City employees who were in attendance to show their support for the Council members. He asked that they be given a round of applause as well.
2011-2012 COUNCIL ORGANIZATION AS REQUIRED BY G.S. 160A-68.
Mayor Festerman stated that they would now be moving into the organizational part of the meeting.
Appointment of Council Liaisons
Mayor Festerman noted that this year, he had done something different and included a Council liaison as well as an alternate to ensure Council representation at the board and commission meetings. He said he had attempted to get everyone’s first choice or at least one of their first choices. He then announced the following liaison appointments and alternates:

ABC Board – Councilman Turner/Mayor Festerman
Appearance Commission – Councilman Johnson/Councilman Hairston
Chamber of Commerce – Councilwoman Walker/Councilman Hairston
Community Pool Association – Councilman Gorham/Councilman Johnson
Downtown Corporation – Councilman Turner/Councilwoman Walker
Historic Preservation Commission – Councilman Johnson/Councilman Turner

Human Relations Commission – Councilman Hairston/Councilwoman Walker
Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission – Councilman Gorham/Councilman Johnson
Piedmont Triad Regional Council of Governments – Mayor Festerman/Mayor Pro Tem Balsley
Planning Board – Mayor Pro Tem Balsley/Councilman Gorham
Rockingham County Partnership – Mayor Festerman/Mayor Pro Tem Balsley

PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Mayor Festerman asked if there was anyone who wished to speak during the public comments portion of the meeting? No one came forward.

The Mayor then invited everyone to go to the adjoining conference room for a reception honoring the new Council members.

MOTION TO ADJOURN.

Councilman Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn.





_______________________________________







James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________

  Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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