MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2010 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman 


Mayor Pro-Tem Tom Balsley


Councilman Richard Johnson


Councilman George Rucker 


Councilman John Henderson 


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                        

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
Councilman Clark Turner

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager








Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk








William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Michael Pearce, Community Development Director

Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order. 
Loss of Mae Lane.

He spoke of a recent loss to the City, the passing of longtime City employee and volunteer Mae Lane about a week ago. Mae was a very special person, he noted, who will be missed. She dedicated her life to making the lives of other better. She had served as a paid, part-time and volunteer employee of the City. The Mayor asked for a moment of silence in her honor.

Invocation.

The Mayor then recognized Captain Robbie Robbins of The Salvation Army, who provided the invocation. It was noted that Capt. Robbins is relatively new to the community and replaces John and Andrea Sykes, who went to Greenville. Coming from Gaffney, S.C., Capt. Robbins said John Sykes’ dream had been to build a community center in Reidsville and since his forte is making such things happen, he had come here to help fulfill Sykes’ vision.

Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor and Council members led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Mayor Festerman asked if there were any items Council members wanted pulled from the Consent Agenda? None were offered.

Mayor Pro-Tem Balsley made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE JULY 14, 2010 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE JULY 20, 2010 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES (OPEN SESSION).
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the July 14, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes and the July 20, 2010 Special Meeting Minutes (Open Session).
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF THE EXTENSION OF A MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE AND ROCKINGHAM COUNTY FOR FIRE PROTECTION.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council agreed to extend the mutual aid agreement with Rockingham County for fire protection. (A COPY OF THE AGREEMENT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION OPPOSING STATE MANDATE TO MERGE OR PRIVATIZE ABC STORES.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the following Resolution:
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NORTH CAROLINA’S CURRENT PUBLIC ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL SYSTEM
WHEREAS, Chapter 18B of the North Carolina General Statutes addresses the regulation of alcoholic beverages in our state; and
WHEREAS, current North Carolina law establishes a uniform system of control over the sale, purchase, transportation, manufacture, consumption and possession of alcoholic beverages in North Carolina; and
WHEREAS, local government control is central  to the current alcoholic beverage control system; it is a local decision to establish and operate ABC stores, and local government, acting through an appointed local ABC Board, balances the control, profits and availability of spirits in its jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, when local voters approved liquor sales for off-premises consumption, the voters did not vote to allow liquor to be sold in private retail establishments, but only through publicly controlled local ABC stores; and
WHEREAS, current law provides that profits from ABC store sales are returned to local government, and this revenue stream is a critical source of local government funding; and
WHEREAS, it is a priority to maintain current sources of revenue, especially in the current challenging economic times; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Reidsville City Council does hereby support the continuance of the Alcoholic Control System, and opposes any efforts to privatize the ABC system, diminish local control or to diminish the local government revenue stream afforded from local ABC store profits.

Adopted this 11th day of August, 2010.

/s/___________________________ 

            James K. Festerman

                      Mayor 

ATTEST:

/s/________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT A THREE-YEAR GRANT FROM THE NC GOVERNOR’S HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM WITH A CORRECTED LOCAL CONTRIBUTION CHANGED TO $14,143.00.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved a Resolution accepting a three-year grant from the NC Governor’s Highway Safety Program for a traffic safety officer position. Council had approved the Resolution last month but the local cash contribution needed from the City had risen from $12,962 to $14,143. (A COPY OF THE REVISED RESOLUTION FORM IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A 457 PLAN UNDER PRUDENTIAL RETIREMENT SYSTEM.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved a Resolution which establishes a 457 plan under Prudential, which would allow greater investment flexibility to City employees.
The Resolution as approved follows:

RESOLUTION ADOPTING

457 PLAN

WHEREAS, the Reidsville City Council wishes to provide a qualified defined contribution plan to the employees of the City of Reidsville;


AND WHEREAS, the State of North Carolina has established the North Carolina Public Employee Deferred Compensation Plan, a qualified governmental Deferred Compensation Plan under Internal Revenue Code 457(b) for public employees of North Carolina;


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Reidsville City Council has adopted the North Carolina Public Employee Deferred Compensation Plan also known as “NC Deferred Comp” under the terms of the Plan Document and the Third-Party Administrator Agreement. All employees shall become eligible to defer compensation (immediately or waiting period).

Signed this the 11th day of August, 2010.

/s/________________________________

     James K Festerman, Mayor

________________________

(DATE)
- End of Consent Agenda -
Before moving on to public hearings, Mayor Festerman noted the absence of Councilman  Turner, who is away on a family vacation.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED ECONOMIC INCENTIVES AGREEMENT WITH ALBAAD/AFG WIPES. 
In making the staff report, City Manager Almond noted that the law-required advertisement is somewhat misleading because it says the City Council will consider approval of funds from the General Fund. However, the City doesn’t actually appropriate any money until the company, in this case, Albaad/AFG Wipes, pays the taxes to us. The agreement is to reimburse Albaad approximately 80% of new taxes for the next five years. In return, the company will maintain its current employment and add an additional 95 jobs, he said.
Basically, this is an extension of the current agreement, the City Manager noted, including similar incentives. For the past 11 years, Albaad has been a “bright spot” in the local economy, he asserted. After the public hearing is held, City Council will need to approve the agreement, which includes performance standards which Albaad must reach. The Rockingham County Commissioners agreed to the revised agreement at their meeting Monday night, he said.

Mayor Festerman said that 95 jobs are significant. He asked when they will advertise for openings? City Manager Almond said he thinks they are already doing it.

Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 3:08 p.m. by asking if anyone wished to speak in favor or opposition to the incentives agreement. No one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 3:08 p.m.

Councilwoman Zdanski made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the appropriation as stated in the information in front of Council. (A COPY OF THE INCENTIVES AGREEMENT AS APPROVED IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
CONSIDERATION OF A VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION REQUEST BY THE KINNARNEY JERNIGAN PARTNERSHIP FOR APPROXIMATELY 11.3 ACRES OF LAND ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF BARNES STREET AND ELLIOT ROAD AND THE CORRESPONDING ORDINANCE. (A2010-02) 
City Manager Almond asked that this public hearing be delayed. He said it was pointed out by Dee Stanfield while she was reviewing the agenda packet that the hearing had been advertised as a noncontiguous annexation. The property is, in fact, contiguous, so staff will re-advertise it for the September meeting. He noted that the Resolutions for both kinds of annexation are the same except for the use of the words “contiguous” and “noncontiguous” and they cite a different statute number. He said it might not be a problem to continue on today, but they would rather have “Every i dotted and every t crossed.”
The City Manager asked that the Council approve a revised Resolution calling for the public hearing in September.

Councilwoman Zdanski made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Balsley and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the revised Resolution.

The Resolution as approved follows:

A2010-02

RESOLUTION FIXING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON QUESTION OF ANNEXATION

PURSUANT TO G.S. 160A-31

WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of the contiguous area described herein has been received; and


WHEREAS, the City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition; and


WHEREAS, certification by the City Clerk as to the sufficiency of the petition has been made;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina that:


Section 1.
A public hearing on the question of annexation of the area described herein will be held at Reidsville City Hall, 230 W. Morehead Street, at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, September 8, 2010.


Section 2.
The area proposed for annexation is described as follows:

Beginning at an iron in the south right-of-way of North Carolina highway 87, a corner with Edmund Jin (deed book 1328-1399) and more specifically, said iron being a control corner located S 48°27'05" E 1612.23 feet from NCGS grid monument "Holiday Inn"; thence from said iron and along the south right-of-way of NC highway 87, S 52°37'17" E 274.35 feet to an iron; thence along the arc of a curve right having a chord of S 52°05'41" E 295.27 feet to an iron; thence continuing along a curve right with a radius of 3772.98 feet an arc distance of 251.92 feet; said curve having a chord of S 48°36'29" E 251.87 feet to an iron in the southwest intersection of NC highway 87 and Elliot Road, said iron being located S 58°27'30" W 84.92 feet from a p-k nail set at the centerline intersection of NC highway 87 and Elliot Road; thence along the southwesterly right-of-way of Elliot Road and thirty feet southwesterly of its centerline S 36'10'59" W 820.84 feet to a point, S 35°59'12"W 99.93 feet to a point, S 33°42'57" W 102.03 feet to a point, S 30°18'56" W 101.42 feet to a point, S 28°07'38" W 96.39 feet to an iron and control corner in said right-of-way; further, said iron being located N 02°07'29" E 141.54 feet from an iron in the northeasterly right-of-way of Elliot Road, corner of Johns Martin (plat book 58-31); thence N 02°08'26" E 1557.98 feet to an iron, the point of beginning and containing 11.276 acres, more or less as per survey by Obie M. Chambers and Associates, PLS, dated 9 July 2008 and recorded in plat book 64, page 62 of the County Registry, which said plat is hereby referred to and incorporated herein for a more detailed description.


Section 3.
Notice of the public hearing will be published in the Reidsville Review, a newspaper having general circulation in the City of Reidsville, at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the public hearing.


This the 11th day of August, 2010.







/s/_____________________________








        James K. Festerman









          Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/__________________________________

       Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF A REZONING REQUEST TO REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 611 W. HARRISON STREET, SPECIFICALLY ROCKINGHAM COUNTY TAX NO. 8904-05-28-3633, FROM CONDITIONAL USE OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL TO RESIDENTIAL-6. BB&T OWNS THE PROPERTY AND THERESA MCCOLLUM SUBMITTED THE APPLICATION (Z2010-2) 
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff explained that the applicant is seeking to rezone property at 611 West Harrison Street from Conditional Use Office & Institutional to Residential-6. The existing CUP use is limited to a group home, she said, therefore, BB&T wants to take the property back to a R-6 zoning.
The area is a mixture of uses, according to Setliff. She referenced the Zoning Map, stating that the area in light green is all R-6. She stressed that this is a continuation of the existing R-6 zoning. The City’s Comprehensive Plan calls for maintenance of land use capability and expansion of residential alternatives in the area, she said.

Setliff concluded by saying that staff and the Planning Board unanimously recommended approval of the request.

Mayor Festerman asked Setliff if this property was reverting back to what it was? Setliff replied in the affirmative. She noted that the group home had been closed for a while. BB&T believes that the property would be easier to sell as a R-6 property, she said.

Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 3:16 p.m. by asking if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the rezoning.

Realtor Theresa McCollum of Kriegsman & Associates came forward. Stating that she handles the BB&T foreclosures in Rockingham County, McCollum said that this property and the one to be considered at 1060 North Scales Street were both foreclosed on by the bank. There has been no interest in this property on West Harrison Street as a group home, but George Watt Jr. and wife, Leonetta, are interested in the property as a residence.
With no one coming forward in opposition to the request, the public hearing was closed at 3:17 p.m.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the request.

CONSIDERATION OF A REZONING REQUEST TO REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1060 N. SCALES STREET, SPECIFICALLY ROCKINGHAM COUNTY TAX NO. 8905-10-36-5232 AND A PORTION OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY TAX NO. 8905-10-35-3924, FROM CONDITIONAL USE OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL TO RESIDENTIAL-6. (Z2010-3) 
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff stated that the applicant is requesting that 1060 N. Scales Street and a portion of the adjacent parcel be rezoned from Conditional Use Office and Institutional to Residential-6. The property is owned by BB&T, she said. In 1998, these properties were rezoned to Conditional Use Office and Institutional and issued a Conditional Use Permit for a group home, which has since closed.
The area is zoned R-6, she said. Staff and the Planning Board unanimously recommended approval of the request, she added.

Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 3:20 p.m. and asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the request.

Theresa McCollum of Kriegsman & Associates came forward again. She stated that it would be easier to sell the house with a R-6 zoning.

With no one wishing to speak in opposition, the public hearing was closed at 3:21 p.m.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilman Johnson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the rezoning request.

- End of Public Hearings -

CONSIDERATION OF THE DEMOLITION OF 813 LINDSEY STREET AS REQUESTED BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT STAFF.
In making the staff report, Community Development Director Michael Pearce said he was requesting permission from Council to demolish 813 Lindsey Street. Complaints were received from the Neighborhood Watch Committee, and an inspection done on December 15, 2009, which revealed numerous violations of the City’s Minimum Housing Code, he said. A title search by the City Attorney found the property owner to be Thomas P. Hopper of 3280 S. Academy Boulevard, Colorado Springs, CO. There are no lien holders on this property, he added. The hearing was held on April 20, 2010, but the owner did not appear. An Order to Demolish was posted on the property and published in the newspaper, Pearce continued. The Order gave the owner 90 days to demolish, and that Order expired on July 23, 2010. Demolition was required because the estimated cost of repairs ($20,000) exceeded 50% of the value of the building ($8,580.00), he noted. A recent follow-up inspection found the building to still be in dilapidated condition. Unpaid taxes on the property for 2009 equal $513.96. There is no water to the property, which is unoccupied, he concluded.
 Mayor Festerman asked Pearce when the City contracts someone to do the demolition, do they have to smooth out the land and do landscaping as well? Pearce replied that they attempt to leave the property in as appealing condition as they can. Grass is planted, and holes are filled in, he noted. City Manager Almond said it is most likely that the City will have to maintain the property, at least by mowing it. The Mayor said he had never had a complaint about that, but he figured we must be doing something about it.

Mayor Festerman then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to proceed with the demolition of 813 Lindsey Street.

The Order as approved follows:

O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 20th day of April, 2010 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 813 Lindsey Street, Reidsville, North Carolina TAS Map No. 8905-17-00-8053.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner by posting the notice on the dwelling on March 23, 2010 and publishing same in the Reidsville Review on March 28, 2010.  Said owner being Thomas P. Hopper.

WHEREAS, said owner did not appear at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered to said property owner by posting the order on the dwelling on April 20, 2010 and publishing same in the Reidsville Review on April 25, 2010.  The Order, dated April 20, 2010, allowed said owner to remove or demolish the above structure on or before July 23, 2010, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been removed or demolished, and remains deteriorated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 813 Lindsey Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be demolished, and to placard said structure as provided by N.C.G.S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (a) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 11th day of August, 2010.

/s/_____________________________________

    James K. Festerman, Mayor, 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

COUNCILMAN JOHN HENDERSON REQUESTS THAT A MATTER PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION BE PLACED ON THE AUGUST AGENDA.
Councilman Henderson informed Council that he had requested this item be placed on the regular agenda in order to give anybody involved in the situation the opportunity to speak. He said he believed during one of the last two sessions that it was stated that there was no gambling at this site. He added that he had never said it was gambling. He said he was questioning, with the amount of money being handled on site, how the City’s finance officers had no knowledge of what was going on, especially at a time when we are in the budget constraints that we are. He said it gets to the point where he wonders how can such an event be held on City property when the City is being billed for water and lights and all the other expenses which we have no control over. He said he wondered if there was anyone involved who could take the opportunity to speak and tell us how they justify it. 

Mayor Festerman asked if we did not rent the building to the gentleman who ran the operation? Our staff did not collect the money, the Mayor said, but we simply have a contract with the gentleman running the operation. He said that was his understanding City Manager Almond stated that was correct. Councilman Henderson said he was never advised that the facility was being rented.
City Manager Almond said the Council could disclose the closed session minutes of the last time Councilman Henderson brought this up. He said Councilman Henderson had asked how the money was handled. The City Manager said he told the Councilman that the City did not handle the money in the tournament itself but would have handled the rental money. The City Manager said he never said the City handled the money from the game. He noted that people rent out the gym and give out trophies and that the City awards cash prizes at the lake’s fishing tournaments as well. The City Manager said he didn’t know what the question is.
Mayor Festerman said to Councilman Henderson, for clarification, you were not under the impression that we rented the gym to the gentleman? Councilman Henderson  reiterated that he had not been advised the gym was being rented. City Manager Almond said he thought Councilman Henderson was. The Councilman said he was not. The Councilman said he wanted to give everybody the opportunity to justify what was happening there under the circumstances that he assumed were being done. He questioned whether other facilities, such as the YMCA and high school, which offer the same type of accommodations, have similar types of activities going on. No one knew if they did or not.
City Manager Almond said Council could adopt a policy to stop allowing people to rent the gymnasium or put conditions on it. “You’re certainly welcome to do that,” he said although he added that the Council has not done that in the past. Councilman Henderson said he felt everyone should be aware that the City is renting the gym because a lot of our citizens are not aware of it. The City Manager said it has been available for rent for many years, noting he did not remember the Council adopting a policy to change that since he has been here. The City Manager noted that the Ministerial Alliance uses the gym for events, etc., as well as other groups.
Councilman Henderson asked if we have a record of rental funds. City Manager Almond said he was sure there would be. Councilman Henderson said he wanted it clear, stating it was not clear how the gym was being used. He said he was not aware of any rental arrangement.
There was a discussion about the gentleman renting the gym for the event. The Mayor said he understood the gentleman was someone who had a long standing relationship with the City. The City Manager said the gentleman was well known to the recreation department. 

Once again, the City Manager said if the Council wanted to adopt a policy stopping that or prohibiting cash prizes, they could. Councilman Henderson said it should be made clear whether it is being rented and what kind of activities are going on. Again, the Councilman said he wasn’t aware it was being rented.

Mayor Festerman said he was aware that the City rents the gymnasium, just like it does the lake, the Penn House, Market Square and other facilities. Councilman Rucker said he knew you could rent other facilities but not the gym.
Mayor Festerman said a motion could be made regarding gym rental, but he said the issue should be carefully weighed out because the gym is used a lot by several segments of our community. He said he would entertain a motion to change that. Councilman Henderson indicated he could not reach that conclusion until there had been full discussion among the Council members as to what has been transpiring. He again reiterated that he was not aware of the rental arrangements. Councilman Rucker said he had always heard it was “somebody else’s gym.”

Councilwoman Zdanski said the Council should give this careful consideration since the City rents out facilities at the lake, which is a moneymaker for the lake, including campsites, shelters, events at the gazebo, etc. She said “before we go down that slippery slope, we really need to have conversations.”

Mayor Pro Tem Balsley asked Councilman Henderson if this answered his questions. Councilman Henderson said he had understood that the City was allowing the tournament to be there for free and was taking care of expenses. He again stated that he had at no time brought up that this was gambling. The Mayor noted that it was a “concerned citizen” who defined the games as gambling.
No action was taken.

PUBLIC COMMENTS. 
During the Public Comments portion of the meeting, no one came forward.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.
City Manager Almond informed Council his written report is for their information. (A COPY OF THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Improvement Projects.

He said he really had no updates beyond his written report, but he said the projects are going very well, including North Scales Street and the Jaycee ball fields. In September, the City plans to hold a ribbon cutting for the new concession stand at Jaycee Ballpark, he said.  He said a little bit more work on landscaping and the kiosks remain. Mayor Festerman asked if the difference in the stone price, was that from an in-house engineer? The City Manager indicated no, the estimate came from an outside NCDOT-approved contractor.
Temporary Easement.
City Manager Almond distributed a copy of a temporary construction easement requested by the NC Department of Transportation for the intersection of Reid School Road and Swallow Road at the location of Fire Station #3. This easement is part of the realignment by NCDOT of Reid School Road and Richardson Drive, which is included in the Freeway Drive project, he explained. NCDOT will need to work on that corner at Fire Station #3, he said, so the State has asked for a temporary construction easement which includes about 2,800 square feet of the City’s property. The State is willing to pay $6,400, but he doesn’t have the authority to grant the easement, the City Manager continued. After the project is completed, the property will revert back to the City, he said.
Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the temporary construction easement. (A COPY OF THE EASEMENT AGREEMENT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
It was noted that the Fire Chief has no concerns about the request. City Manager Almond added that there will be a de-acceleration turn lane right there for as long as it takes.

New Garbage Compactor Needed.
City Manager Almond then passed out to Council a memo he had received from Public Works Director Kevin Eason today concerning the City’s garbage transfer station on Vance Street. (A COPY OF THE MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) As Council members reviewed the memo, the City Manager said the bottom line is he needs $53,200. He explained that the transfer station on Marcellus Street has been there for about 29 years. The feeder truck picks up garbage around town and brings it to the compacting body, which compacts the trash for hauling to the landfill. In the capital requests made just last week, they had asked for a new trailer which the trash is compacted into, he noted. 
The request before Council today is for the compactor itself, City Manager Almond said. Again, he noted it has been there for 29 years, and went down about three weeks ago. The department had to have a crane come and pull it out, he added, taking it to a fabrication shop in Greensboro. When they had it out, they discovered a lot of other problems, he said. He said with the memo, they had pictures of the inside of the compactor, including the underside of it, with cracking walls, rusting, etc. The City Manager noted that it is a pretty dirty operation and the inside of the compactor is corroded out, the walls have cracked and been pushed out. They have been working on this since July 19, he said, adding that the bottom line is that it has to be repaired and the cylinder replaced. On a normal day of operation, the compactor compacts about two trailers a day which are taken to the landfill, he said. Since the compactor has been unusable, our one-arm bandit trucks have had to run to the landfill, taking about 12-14 loads a day. He noted that this is not cost effective since these trucks were not meant for these runs to the landfill. He said he had noticed at his house that the trash is picked up later in the day, and it is because the trucks are running back and forth to the landfill. He said, right now, this is a cost of operation to keep the transfer station safe. The estimate is for $53,200, he said.

Councilwoman Zdanski asked how long would it be out of service, but the City Manager was not sure. The cylinder is out, he noted, so we’re already into the project, but he wasn’t sure of the timeframe. 
Mayor Festerman asked if there was any danger to the employees? The City Manager replied in the negative, just saying with the cylinder out, it could not run. He noted that other parts of the operation are in good shape except the trailer and compactor have worn out. It was noted that after 29 years, $53,200 wasn’t too bad a price.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the request for $53,200 for the compactor. It was noted the money would come from the Undesignated Fund Balance.
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS. 
Councilman Henderson – No report. He said he didn’t get any information about the situation with the Chamber of Commerce. Mayor Festerman noted he had sent out a fax regarding that.
Councilman Johnson – No report but he said he had been approached by several people about the basketball courts at lower Jaycee Park and when they would be painted. City Manager Almond said they were waiting for the contractor to come out and do the color coating. Councilman Johnson said there were no lines, no foul shot lines, etc. The City Manager said the courts need to cure for 30-45 days before the color coating can be put on.
Mayor Pro Tem Balsley – Planning Board met, but the two items have been dealt with today, he said.

Mayor Festerman – The Mayor, noting that he had recognized Mae Lane earlier in the meeting, said he would like to do something more. He indicated he would be getting together with her family to do something to recognize her contributions.
He told Council he was sure they had all had time to look at the Teen Center reports and the Summer Camp reports. He said it appeared the Summer Camp was having a super year. Numbers were up for daily attendance, he noted.

The Mayor thanked Mayor Pro Tem Balsley for filling in for him last week. He also congratulated the McLeod family, noting that Payne McLeod, son of City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr., had done well in a recent golf tournament.
Councilman Rucker – The Councilman asked City Manager Almond about an accounting of the monies from the previous July 4th celebration. The City Manager said he had put those figures in the Council members’ boxes the day after the request was made. The Councilman said he had not checked his mailbox yet and indicated he had thought it would be in this month’s agenda packet. Mayor Festerman said he thought the figures were in the range of a high $15,000 to a low of $9,000. City Manager Almond pointed out that fireworks on July 4th are usually more expensive.
Councilman Rucker noted that if the celebration was held on the 2nd or the 3rd, the City could save several thousands of dollars. He noted that there were other ways to save a few thousand, which would be about $5,000.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson, to go ahead and hold the City’s July 4th celebration and fireworks on July 2nd next year.

The Mayor asked if they were thinking of doing anything other than fireworks? In the past, there have been other things going on at the lake, he noted. Councilman Rucker said that could be done but the vendors would have to pay an entry fee. The Mayor asked the City Manager if the motion should include a budget amount? Councilman Rucker said he would hate to put a dollar amount on it. City Manager Almond asked Council to let him work up a budget for it, including police overtime, etc. Councilman Rucker suggested staff and volunteers could help with it.
It was agreed that they would hold off on it until next month. Councilman Rucker withdrew his motion and Councilman Henderson withdrew his second.

Councilman Rucker reminded those represent of the barbecue contest at Lake Reidsville as part of the “Fun in the Sun” Festival on Saturday from noon until 8 p.m.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman noted that the Appearance Commission did not meet last month.

The Historic Preservation Commission will re-consider a Certificate of Appropriateness at next month’s meeting, she said.
Promotion in Police Department.

City Manager Almond announced that Police Chief Edd Hunt yesterday promoted Wendell Neville as Captain over the Patrol Division, succeeding retiring Captain William Hairston. Applicants were screened and then the top candidates were considered by a review board. An examination was given as part of the hiring process. Detective Neville is a 14-year veteran of the department, he noted The City Manager stated that Captain Hairston had a very nice retirement party last Thursday night, which was very touching and well attended.
Councilman Henderson then made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to adjourn at 3:53 p.m.
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  James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

 Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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