MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2014 AT 3 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor John M. “Jay” Donecker

Mayor Pro Tem Harry L. Brown


Councilman Tom Balsley 


Councilman Donald L. Gorham


Councilman William Hairston 


Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Sherri G. Walker

                                                        

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
Michael J. Pearce, City Manager








Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk







William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Tom Wiggins, Assistant City Manager of Community Services

Donna Setliff, Community Development Manager

Mayor Donecker called the meeting to order. 

INVOCATION.

He asked the Rev. Clarence Johnson, Pastor of Elm Grove Baptist Church, Reidsville, to provide the invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Council members then led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS & RESOLUTIONS:
RECOGNITION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HOLIDAY ON MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 2014. 
Mayor Donecker read the proclamation recognizing the Dr. Martin Luther King Holiday in the City of Reidsville. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Accepting the proclamation on behalf of the organizations sponsoring the annual MLK Breakfast were Rev. Clarence Johnson of the NAACP and Diane Sawyer of the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce.  Dick Frohock of the Reidsville Human Relations Commission was sick and unable to attend, Rev. Johnson said. Sawyer noted that this is the 16th year of hosting this event and that the annual breakfast will be held January 20th at the Zion Baptist Church Multicultural Center at a cost of $8.00 per ticket. The proceeds go to fund two Reidsville High School scholarships, she noted. Rev. Johnson talked of other events going on that day, including the reciting of the Dr. King’s famous speech on the steps of the Reidsville Police Department at 2 p.m. and a service planned for 3 p.m. at First Baptist Church on Hubbard Street. Bishop George Brooks of the Zion Baptist Church in Greensboro will be the speaker. He asked those present for their support to keep Martin Luther King’s dream alive.

SUPPORT FOR CONTINUED OPERATION OF BETSY-JEFF PENN 4-H EDUCATIONAL CENTER.
Mayor Donecker then asked for a motion from Council to approve a Resolution supporting the Betsy-Jeff Penn 4-H Educational Center.
Councilman Gorham made the motion, seconded by Councilman Hairston and approved in a 7-0 vote by Council, to approve the Resolution. 

Mayor Donecker read aloud the approved Resolution as follows:

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF CONTINUING OPERATION

OF THE BETSY-JEFF PENN 4-H EDUCATIONAL CENTER

WHEREAS, the Betsy-Jeff Penn 4-H Educational Center, once part of the historic Chinqua-Penn Plantation, is in danger of being closed as part of a Statewide downsizing of North Carolina’s 4-H program; and,

WHEREAS, since its dedication in May of 1964 after being built and donated to North Carolina State University by Betsy Penn, this Center has hosted more than 200,000 children, living up to its mission of inspiring youth by helping them gain interpersonal life skills, ecological knowledge and community awareness through experimental learning; and,

WHEREAS, not only is the Penn 4-H Center a strong youth education tool that brings students from across the state with this year’s summer camps currently enrolling children representing over half of North Carolina’s counties but also is an adult tourism initiative that draws people to Rockingham County for their weekend seminars and retreats; and,

WHEREAS, the loss of this educational facility would impact negatively not only the youth of our State but Rockingham County’s tourism as many of these families and visitors also take the time to seek out other local attractions while in the area; and,

WHEREAS, it is believed that youth who take part in such educational pursuits are less likely to get involved in drugs and illegal activity but instead make the kinds of decisions that lead them to be productive members of society;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that we, the Reidsville City Council, do support and request that the necessary funding be found to ensure the Betsy-Jeff Penn 4-H Educational Center continues to operate so that it can positively affect the lives of thousands of North Carolina children for another 50 years.

This the 8th day of January, 2014.

/s/_________________________    /s/_________________________    /s/______________________

John M. “Jay” Donecker, Mayor      Harry L. Brown, Mayor Pro Tem      Tom Balsley, Councilman

/s/________________________     /s/_________________________     /s/_______________________

Donald L. Gorham, Councilman     William Hairston, Councilman
       W. Clark Turner, Councilman

ATTEST:






/s/_________________________

/s/________________________________



Sherri G. Walker, Councilwoman

Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

Accepting the proclamation on behalf of the 4-H Center were board members Judy Wall and Ann Fish. Mayor Donecker noted that he would be asking the other municipalities and the County Commissioners to approve this Resolution as well. 
Wall thanked the Council on behalf of the advisory board. She informed Council members that a task force will be working on a sustainable business model for the center. She said she was also grateful to announce that Summer Camp 2014 has reached 635 campers, which is up 42% over the record low of last summer.  The kids and parents have spoken as to where they want to come, she said.
APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.
Mayor Donecker asked if there were any items to be pulled from the Consent Agenda for further consideration? 

Hearing none, the Mayor asked that the Resolution in Consent Agenda Item No. 2 be changed to reflect a change in the Council meeting date – to February 19. He asked Council members to change the Council meeting date in February from the 12th to the 19th.

CHANGE OF MEETING DATE.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Walker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to change the February meeting date to February 19th.
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL.

With the date change made to the Resolution in Item No. 2, Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Brown and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 -- APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 10, 2013 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the December 10, 2013 regular meeting minutes.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 -- APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF CITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER CLOSING A RIGHT-OF-WAY OFF OF COURTLAND AVENUE AND SYCAMORE STREET. THE RESOLUTION CALLS FOR A PUBLIC HEARING AT THE COUNCIL’S FEBRUARY 19TH MEETING AT 3 P.M.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following Resolution based on the memo from Community Development Manager Donna Setliff (A COPY OF THE MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.):
RESOLUTION OF INTENT

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE

CITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER CLOSING

AN UNDEVELOPED RIGHT OF WAY

(EAST SIDE OF COURTLAND/NORTH SIDE OF SYCAMORE)

WHEREAS, G.S. 160A-299 authorizes the City Council to close public streets and alleys; and

WHEREAS, the City Council considers it advisable to conduct a public hearing for the purpose of giving consideration to close a right of way located on the East side of Courtland Avenue and the North side of Sycamore Street.    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council that:

(1) A public hearing will be held at 3:00 P.M. on Wednesday, February 19, 2014, in City Hall Council Chambers, 230 West Morehead Street, to consider a resolution to close an undeveloped/unopened right of way on the East side of Courtland Avenue and the North side of Sycamore Street. The street varies in width between 10 feet and 20 feet and is approximately 421 feet long and is further described as:

Commencing at a point at the southern right-of-way of Vance Street (formerly Wentworth Road) and the eastern right-of-way of Courtland Avenue (formerly Sixth Avenue), said point also being the northwest corner of lot 1, block 11 of the Sloan Land by G. W. Justice, dated October 21, 1907 and recorded in Deed Book 158, page 71 and Map Book 06, page 105 in the Rockingham County Register of Deeds, thence southerly along the eastern right-of-way of Courtland Avenue and the western lot line of lot 1, block 11, 137 feet more or less to a point at its intersection with the northern margin of a 20 foot unopened alley, said point also being the southwest corner of lot 1, block 11, thence easterly along the northern margin of said alley and the southern lot line of lots 1-3, block 11, 129.9 feet more or less to a point at its intersection with Ulysses Foster’s lot line (Deed Book 1393, page 1951), said point also being the southeast corner of lot 3, block 11, thence southerly along Foster’s lot line and the eastern margin of an unopened alley to a point at its intersection with the northern right-of-way of Sycamore Street, said point also being Ulysses Foster’s southwest corner, thence westerly with the northern right-of-way of said street 21 feet more or less to a point at its intersection with the western margin of said alley, said point also being the southeast corner of lot 13, block 11, thence northerly along the western margin of said alley and the eastern lot lines of lots 4-13, block 11 to a point at its intersection with the southern margin of a unopened alley, said point also being the northeast corner of lot 4, block 11, thence westerly along the southern margin of said alley and the northern lot line of said lot, 111 feet more or less to a point at its intersection with the eastern right-of-way of Courtland Avenue, said point also being the northwest corner of lot 4, block 11, thence northerly along the eastern right-of-way of said street 20 feet more or less to the point of beginning and being an alley situated between Courtland Avenue, Sycamore Street and Ulysses Foster’s lot.

(2)
The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish this Resolution of Intent once a week for four successive weeks in The Reidsville Review.

(3) The City Clerk is further directed to transmit by registered or certified mail to each owner of property abutting upon that portion of said street a copy of this Resolution of Intent.

(4)
The City Clerk is further directed to cause adequate notices of this Resolution of Intent and the scheduled public hearing to be posted as required by G.S. 160A-299.

This the 8th day of January, 2014.

/s/__________________________________

    John M. “Jay” Donecker

Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_________________________________________

             Angela G. Stadler, CMC/NCCMC

          City Clerk 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 -- APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 5 TO TRANSFER WIRELESS FEES PAID TO AN EXPENSE ACCOUNT.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 5 based on the accompanying memo from Community Development Manager Donna Setliff (A COPY OF THE MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.):
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 5

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 12, 2013 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2013-2014; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to recognize wireless fees received and to appropriate those funds for the same purpose; 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 12, 2013 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.  That revenue account number 10-3346-0000, Wireless Fees, be increased by $9,480.00.

Section 2. That expense account number 10-4910-4300, Wireless Services, be increased by $9,480.00.

This the 8th day of January, 2014.

                      /s/____________________                                        

                         John M. “Jay” Donecker   

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

   City Clerk

- End of Consent Agenda -
PUBLIC HEARING:
CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR AN INTERNET SWEEPSTAKES CAFÉ AT 1611 WAY   STREET AS REQUESTED BY MADAN K. RISAL. THE REQUEST WAS UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING BOARD AT ITS NOVEMBER MEETING. 
Prior to the staff report, City Clerk Angela G. Stadler swore in those wishing to speak regarding the Special Use Permit, which included Community Development Manager Donna Setliff and applicant Madan K. Risal.
In making the staff report, Setliff explained that Risal has filed a Special Use Permit for an Internet Sweepstakes Café at 1611 Way Street. She said the City allows such cafes in two zoning districts – Highway Business (HB) and General Business (GB). The property is located in the Southwood Village Shopping Center and is zoned General Business, she said. The business is located at the corner of Way Street and Turner Drive. 

Setliff briefly addressed the legality of the internet sweepstakes, which she noted have been back and forth in the Court system. The loophole in the latest law is that as long as the sweepstakes don’t project an entertaining display while you’re playing the game, the business can stay open. She added that the Rockingham County District Attorney has formed a task force in Reidsville and elsewhere, and at least one officer in each community has inspected their local sweepstakes cafes. In Reidsville, all of the businesses have gone to the “non-entertaining” displays, she noted, and are being allowed to remain open.
Setliff noted that the shopping center is surrounded by a mix of uses and zoning districts. The area to the north zoned GB remains undeveloped, she said, while the area to the west is zoned and developed GB. The railroad is parallel to the shopping center on the east side while the south is a mix of developed Residential-12 and GB areas, she said.
According to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, the property is part of the Urban Growth Area, Setliff continued. The Development Objectives stating that the area should concentrate on housing issues but encourages a good mix of retail and commercial services, she added.

The Community Development Manager then reviewed the following eight criteria the business must meet:

· Internet Sweepstakes Café must be primary use. It cannot be associated with another type of use.
·     No one under 18 years of age permitted within the premises.
· No alcohol permitted within the premises.
· No more than 35% of front window space may be tinted in such a manner that the interior of building cannot be clearly seen from outside by law enforcement.  This includes signs, shades, etc. 

· 40% of the building front shall be in windows.

· They are capped out at 25 gaming machines, computers or terminals per parcel.


· There shall not be more than one Internet Sweepstakes Café gaming establishment within any one Shopping Center or Multi-Business Use.

· There shall be one parking space for each operator and one parking space 


for each permitted gaming machine, computer or terminal.  In Shopping   
Center and Multi-Business Uses, proof will be provided that required 
parking exists for both the Internet Sweepstakes Café and other       

      uses on the same parcel or business center.

Setliff said today, the applicant has provided proof that 40% of the building front has windows. This is the primary use of this unit, and the shopping center has parking to meet the requirements of the Ordinance, she said. It is the applicant’s responsibility to address the other criterion, she said, and inspections will be done.
Council must find the four findings of fact as listed on page 3 of the memo. They will need to consider each individually and vote on each one individually, she said. If they vote favorably on each Finding of Fact, they can go onto the Special Use Permit. 
Setliff noted that conditions can be placed on the Special Use Permit.   She said she is recommending two conditions be placed on the Permit as follows:


 


1)    
Applicant shall comply with provisions of the City of Reidsville Zoning 


Ordinance, specifically the Special Use Permit operating criteria outlined 


in Article V.


2)     
The building must meet all applicable Building, Handicap and Fire 

Codes.

The applicant is already required to do this, but this is an extra safeguard, she said. Setliff concluded by stating that the Planning Board considered this request and voted unanimously in favor of each of the four Findings of Fact. The board also voted unanimously to recommend that the Special Use Permit be approved with the conditions recommended by staff.

With no questions from Council for Setliff, the public hearing was opened by Mayor Donecker at 3:22 p.m.

The applicant, Madan Risal of Greensboro, came forward. He said he had been doing business in Reidsville for 5-7 years. He said he employed four employees. The hours for the business would be from 10 a.m. until midnight. There will be cameras inside and outside the business, he added.
Setliff had Mr. Risal acknowledge that they had spoken about the eight criteria and that he would meet the criteria.

The public hearing was closed at 3:23 p.m.

Mayor Donecker then led Council members through the four Findings of Fact, each of which was voted upon as follows:

1)
that the use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if 
located where proposed and developed according to the plan as 
submitted and approved; -- Approved 7-0

2)
that the use meets all required conditions and specifications; -- Approved 7-0.

3)
that the use will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting 

property, or that the use is a public necessity; and, -- Approved 7-0
4)
that the location and the character of the use if developed according to the plan as submitted and approved will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in general conformity with the
 Comprehensive Plan for Reidsville and its surroundings. – Approved 7-0
Council members then voted on the conditions of the SUP as follows:

1)    
Applicant shall comply with provisions of the City of Reidsville Zoning 


Ordinance, specifically the Special Use Permit operating criteria outlined 


in Article V. – Approved 7-0

2)     
The building must meet all applicable Building, Handicap and Fire 

Codes. – Approved 7-0
Mayor Donecker asked how many such cafes do we have right now? Setliff said this will be number 7. She said there may be one or two that are not open, but the Special Use Permit runs with the land.
City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr. informed Council that they do not need to vote on the two conditions separately but would need to vote on the Special Use Permit.

Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Hairston and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to grant the Special Use Permit with the aforementioned enclosed two conditions.

The Special Use Permit as approved follows:

[image: image1.jpg]



                        SPECIAL USE PERMIT

                          REIDSVILLE, N. C.

There is hereby granted to Madan K. Risal, a Special Use Permit in accordance with the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance, Article V, Section 3 of the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance.  


This permit is to allow an Internet Sweepstakes Cafe at 1611 Way Street, specifically Rockingham County Tax Nos. 8904-15-63-2754 with the following conditions:

1)    
Applicant shall comply with provisions of the City of Reidsville Zoning Ordinance, specifically the Special Use Permit operating criteria outlined in Article V.

2)     
The building must meet all applicable Building, Handicap and Fire Codes.


Said property is zoned General Business.


This Permit is granted to the person, firm, or corporation designated above, and for the purpose and under the conditions set forth above. The Special Use Permit will continue to remain valid following transfer of ownership of the property provided that circumstances and conditions remain as described at the time that the Permit is granted.  Violations of the conditions set forth will be cause for immediate termination of the Permit.

 AUTHORIZED this ______ day of _________________,

               

 2014, by the CITY COUNCIL OF REIDSVILLE, N. C.

            /s/_________________________________________________      
            

CITY CLERK

ANGELA G. STADLER

Mayor Donecker asked about what kind of income comes from taxes on these businesses? Setliff said the City charges $1,000 per operation and $100 per machine so we are averaging about $3,500 per business in privilege licenses per year. Two businesses were grandfathered in, she said, because they came in prior to our capping the machines at 25.
The Mayor asked if the District Attorney is comfortable with this? Setliff said she had not spoken to him directly, but she had spoken to our local law enforcement officers, and they say the businesses are meeting the requirements.
City Manager Pearce reiterated that each municipality has sent an officer or representative to be on this task force, and at least one officer has received specific training to make sure these businesses are in compliance. 
Mayor Pro Tem Brown asked Setliff if seven is a large number for a City of Reidsville’s size? She said it was a difficult question to answer because some areas have numbers “way up there.” We could have more, she said, again saying it was a hard question to answer. As you go towards the coast, they are everywhere, she said. Different jurisdictions have different criteria, she noted, adding that having a 25-machine cap and making them go through the SUP process, may curtail some from coming in.

The Mayor asked about tax revenue? The City Manager said we are getting about $15,000 in business license fees. Some cities have tried to stop these businesses by charging excessive fees, but they have been taken to court and lost, he noted. Pearce said we want to charge a reasonable amount for the type of attention these businesses need from our community. He said what we have is reasonable and has worked so far.

- End of Public Hearings -

CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 6 FOR RENOVATIONS TO THE RECREATION CENTER. 
In making the staff report, Assistant City Manager Tom Wiggins said his memo outlines where we are at in terms of renovations to the Rec Center and where we need to go, adding that we do have a budgetary shortfall. (A COPY OF THE JANUARY 2, 2014 MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Wiggins thanked the Council members for doing the tours of the facility, and he said he hoped it shed some light as well. 
Noting that he would not go through his memo paragraph by paragraph, Wiggins said they had received three quotes from general contractors for renovations to the basement level. He said the gym level is almost done except they are waiting for the bleachers. The basement level is lagging behind because the quotes came in a lot higher, he continued. The lowest quote came in from Wright & Wray in Eden at $363,144, which was higher than the $220,000 estimate, Wiggins said. There were several reasons that pushed that cost up higher, he noted, including the expansion of the fitness center. It created some unexpected changes in some of the building code, especially with electrical and mechanical systems, he said. As they had discussed this morning, we need to have a better exchange of outside air so that we’re not constantly circulating stale air, Wiggins said. We need a three-phase electrical service which adds to the cost estimate, he added.
Wiggins said he and architect Tom Moreau have met with Wright & Wray several times and have worked a lower quote with them, finding savings where they could. The quote is now lowered down to $326,000, he said. Part of his memo to the City Manager also included a worksheet that goes into a lot more detail, he added.

The worksheet shows that we are about $115,000 short in doing all the things we feel are critical, Wiggins stated. The worksheet also includes items they’d like to do but don’t feel are critical, he said. He gave as an example the demolition of the boiler room.
The Assistant City Manager said the City Manager has prepared a BOA asking for $115,000 in funds, and he would hope that it would be approved.

City Manager Pearce pointed out that of the $115,000 in the Budget Ordinance Amendment, $35,000 comes from the sale of fixed assets or the auction for which we had budgeted $25,000 and had over $70,000 come in. We were able to take that $35,000 but it still left a shortfall of $80,000, which will need to come out of the Unappropriated Fund Balance, Pearce said.

Councilman Gorham made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Brown and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Budget Ordinance Amendment.

The Budget Ordinance Amendment as approved follows:
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 6

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 12, 2013 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2013-2014; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to recognize funds from the sale of equipment at the City auction, to transfer those funds to the Parks and Recreation Fund,  and to allocate those funds and additional funds for the continued repairs and the City’s Recreational Center; 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 12, 2013 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.  That revenue account number 10-3835-8200, Sale of Fixed Assets, be increased by $35,000.00; that revenue account number 11-3986-0000, Transfer from General Fund, be increased by $35,000.00; that revenue account number 11-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $80,000.00.

Section 2. That expense account number 10-4930-9800, Transfer to Parks and Recreation, be increased by $35,000.00; that expense account number 11-6123-5800, Recreation Capital Improvements, be increased by $115,000.00.

This the 8th day of January, 2014.

                       /s/_____________________                                        

                           John M. “Jay” Donecker   

                           Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

   City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE CITY’S FEE SCHEDULE FOR WIRELESS FACILITY REVIEWS. 
In making the staff report, Community Development Manager Donna Setliff said she is requesting a change to the City’s Fee Schedule pertaining to the fees charged for Wireless Telecommunication Facility reviews. Wireless community/technology is a very complex item, she noted, and staff does not have the expertise to review these cell tower requests we get, including co-locations. Each cell tower is allowed to have up to five co-locations or five companies with antennas located on that cell tower. Since staff does not have this expertise, we have been contracting this out since 2003 to a consultant, she continued.
Setliff said she was requesting this for two different reasons: first, General Statutes have changed where we can no longer do this based off of retainer fees; secondly, we have gone with a new consultant, Atlantic Technologies, who have come highly recommended to us. Their fees are different, and we cannot do the retainer fees, she reiterated.

Our retainer fee for a wireless tower was $6,500, Setliff noted, under the old fee structure. Now, the consultant would be paid out of the $6,500 and whatever is left over will be returned to the applicant, she said. In this case, a flat fee will be charged, and we won’t have to keep up with a retainer fee, which is a big plus for staff, she explained. For a co-location or a modification to an existing tower, the cost has been about $4,700. Under the new fee structure, it will be a $3,500 flat fee, she said. There will be a $1,000 co-location flat fee for anyone who wants to be on the tower after it has already gone up, she continued. The City will keep $400 of that with the rest going to the consultant. On a co-location, the City will keep $150 while the consultant will keep $850.
Councilman Hairston made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Brown and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the amendment.
PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Congratulations and a Traffic Concern from Mr. Astin.

Mr. Douglas Astin of 512 Merrick Street, Reidsville, came forward. He said a belated congratulations to Terresia Scoble for the fine Christmas tree lighting ceremony and to WGSR for the Christmas Parade. He said he was proud to be a part of both of those events.
Mr. Astin then asked that someone look at the intersection of Hubbard Street and Lawsonville Avenue. Because of the hill to the left and the bend in the road, one has to pull out into the intersection on Lawsonville before you can go forward, he said. The Mayor asked what changes Mr. Astin thought might be needed? Mr. Astin said if the hill could be taken down some, that might help. He said there have been several fender benders there.
Mr. Davis asks about mountain bike trails in Reidsville.
Mr. Bill Davis, owner of Reidsville Bicycles, said he had a customer come in who asked if there are any mountain bike trails in Reidsville? Davis could only tell him of some in Guilford County, he said. The same customer came in a few weeks later and thanked him for letting him know about the trails in Greensboro. He and his wife went and rode, then they ate and she shopped there while he rode. He said we need the same thing in Reidsville. Davis said they started this discussion about 18 months ago but he is yet to turn a wheel on a system because nothing has been started. He talked of postings on the Reidsville Facebook page with 21 “likes” that he was coming down here today and two comments, which he read aloud to Council members about how great it would be for the community and the value of it.
To get one started, you need some property or land, Davis said. He noted that Lake Reidsville is underutilized. He also suggested putting one at Jaycee Park and there are other places around town. Regarding the actual construction of the trail, Davis said there are people “waiting in line” to help build such trails for free. The businessman said he had already talked to the Mayor about some signage/marquee where businesses could put cards, etc. Davis said he would pay for it and put it up. At that point, Davis’ three minutes were up, the City Attorney said.

Councilman Turner asked if there is room at Lake Reidsville to put one? Davis said he doesn’t know but that he envisioned there would be, adding that he would have to rely on the City as to whether there is land available. He mentioned a possible spot at Jaycee Park. He talked about various routes in Greensboro and elsewhere.
City Manager Pearce said it has been on the Engineering Department’s schedule to look into, but other things have had to take priority. Assistant City Manager Wiggins agreed, saying that a preliminary area has been identified but other things, including where City lines fall, etc., need to be determined. After further discussion, it was decided that Davis would meet with the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission to discuss the possibility.
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilwoman Walker – The Councilwoman said she had not had any meetings yet.
She thanked all of those workers, including police, fire, EMC and Public Works, that must work out in the cold. She encouraged everyone to come and give blood at the City-sponsored blood drive set for March 3 at Station No. 1. She said that the women out gave the men 2-to-1 at the last blood drive.

Councilman Turner – No report.

Councilman Balsley – The Councilman noted that the Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Luncheon is slated for January 29th at Pennrose Country Club. He invited Diane Sawyer to let everyone know of other upcoming events. Sawyer noted that the Chamber will be kicking off its 100-year celebration at the luncheon. Mack Williams will be the speaker. She said La Boutique will be hosting the Chamber Coffee on February 6th. A ribbon cutting at Market Street Bistro will be held in a couple of weeks, she added.
Mayor Pro Tem Brown – The Mayor Pro Tem said he has not had the opportunity to meet with the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission as of yet. He said he was impressed during the tour of the improvements at the Recreation Center and was excited about projects like the Senior Center, which he noted would be an asset to the community once it is completed. He said he had talked with people around town, and they are excited about these projects as well.
Councilman Hairston – The Councilman said he knew department heads were working on budgets. He asked staff to remember the Summer Camp and Midnight Basketball League in the budget. He said they had received a lot of good comments about these programs. He added that he had enjoyed the City’s Christmas event and said that we have some great City employees.
Councilman Gorham – The Councilman said he had no formal report, but last night he received a call from former Council member George Rucker, who asked him to check out one of his houses that was involved in a smoke situation. The Fire Department was right on the money and took care of it, he said. He commented that while cleaning out his mailbox recently, he found a birthday card from the Police Chief, which made him feel special. He also challenged his fellow Council members to donate to the combined Moss Street/Lawsonville Avenue School so that 5th graders there can go to Washington, D.C. this year. Both of those schools are high poverty schools, he noted, and he encouraged Council members to make a small donation because without that help, there may be some who would be unable to go.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.
The City Manager said he had nothing else to add other than his written report. (A COPY OF THE WRITTEN REPORT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Mayor Donecker – The Mayor noted that the Economic Development Commission is getting re-evaluated to determine what shape the organization should be in. The person leading that, Don Kirkman, should be reporting back at the end of February to show if the organization is meeting the County’s needs.
The Mayor said he also attended the Piedmont Triad Regional Council meeting, along with former Reidsville Mayor James Festerman, who was the recipient of the Grady Hunter Award. Festerman was surprised with the accolades he received there, including being the third recipient of this award. City Manager Pearce said it recognizes Festerman’s contributions to the organization.

Councilman Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 4 p.m.





__________________________________________







John M. “Jay” Donecker, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________

 Angela G. Stadler, CMC/NCCMC

 City Clerk
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