MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2013 AT 6:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro Tem Tom Balsley 


Councilman Donald L. Gorham


Councilman William Hairston 


Councilman Richard Johnson 


Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Sherri G. Walker

Mayor John M. “Jay” Donecker


Mayor Pro Tem Harry L. Brown
                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
Michael J. Pearce, City Manager








Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk








William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney


Chris Phillips, Assistant City Manager of Administration

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order. 
INVOCATION.

The Mayor then invited Reverend Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles of St. Thomas Episcopal Church to provide the invocation, which he did.
ANNOUNCEMENTS.

The Mayor noted that Eddy Smithey, a 30-year employee of the City in the Public Works Department, had passed away on November 10th. He asked for a moment of silence in Smithey’s memory.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Festerman called Tyler King forward to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. The Mayor noted that King always enjoys these swearing in ceremonies and has been known to come back from vacation to attend. Following the pledge, the Mayor led in a round of applause for King.
APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Councilman Clark Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gorham and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 -- APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 6, 2013 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the November 6, 2013 meeting minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 -- APPROVAL TO AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO SIGN ESTOPPEL LETTER AND CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE FOR ALBAAD INDUSTRIES.               
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the Mayor signing the Estoppel Letter and Certificate of Compliance for Albaad. (A COPY OF THE DOCUMENTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
-End of Consent Agenda –

Mayor Festerman noted that the next item has been added to the agenda.

APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT STATE REVOLVING LOAN.
City Manager Michael J. Pearce reminded Council members that several months ago, the board had passed a Resolution applying for a loan from the North Carolina Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund for $15 million dollars at 0% interest for 20 years. These monies were for rehab of the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant, he noted. The Local Government Commission approved that loan, the NC Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund approved the loan, and the contracts were awarded, Pearce continued, adding that he was hoping the Council would approve this Resolution accepting these funds. He said that is all this resolution does.

Councilman Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Hairston and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Resolution.

The Resolution as approved follows:
RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT STATE REVOLVING LOAN

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Clean Water Revolving Loan and Grant Act of 1987 has authorized the making of loans and grants to aid eligible units of government in financing the cost of construction of wastewater treatment works, wastewater collection systems, and water supply systems, water conservation projects, and,

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources has offered a State Revolving Loan in the amount of $15,000,000 for improvements to the City’s Waste Water Treatment Plant, and,

WHEREAS, the City intends to construct said project in accordance with the approved plans and specifications,
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE, 

That the City does hereby accept the State Revolving Loan offer of $15,000,000.

That the City does hereby give assurance to the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources that all items specified in the loan offer, Section II-Assurances will be adhered to. (Attached)

That Michael J. Pearce, City Manager, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with such application or the project; to make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection with the application.

That the City has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, State and local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the project and to Federal and State grants and loans pertaining thereto.

Adopted this 10th day of December, 2013.

/s/____________________________ 

            James K. Festerman

                      Mayor 


ATTEST:

/s/________________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

Thank You for Speaker in Lobby.

Mayor Festerman apologized to those out in the lobby but said staff had done everything it could to make sure they could hear out there. He complimented IT Director Rhonda Wheeler for putting a speaker out there and helping get the sound out into the lobby area for the overflow crowd.

The Mayor then introduced Judge Fred Wilkins, who would be administering the oath of office to the Council members. Mayor Festerman asked current Mayor Pro Tem Tom Balsley to come forward for his oath, adding that Balsley had also asked to say a few words.
ADMINISTERING THE OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS BY THE HONORABLE FRED WILKINS, CHIEF DISTRICT COURT JUDGE.
Oath of Office to Balsley.

Judge Wilkins gave the oath of office to Councilman Tom Balsley, who was accompanied by his wife, Martha Balsley. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) The Councilman then signed the oath.
Councilman Balsley told the audience that he appreciated the support of the citizens of Reidsville in allowing him to serve on the Reidsville City Council for four more years. He noted that he had commented at the previous Council meeting that he was so pleased how this election turned out. He said he felt the citizens had given their stamp of approval of what our Council has done for the past four years. He listed several of the projects, among them North Scales Street, Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant infrastructure improvements and Jaycee Park improvements. He talked about getting the Senior Citizens Center off the ground, all of which is important to the life, and the quality of life, for the people of Reidsville. He said he looked forward to working with the new Council, including Jay and Harry, but said he would miss James and Richard. The Councilman then returned to his seat on the dais.

Oath of Office to Brown.

Judge Wilkins then gave the oath of office to Harry L. Brown, who was accompanied by his wife, Gail Brown. (A COPY OF THE OATH IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) The Councilman then signed the oath before saying a few words.

Councilman Brown said he was glad to have this opportunity to thank the citizens of Reidsville for their support at the last election. He said the support and turnout he got really “humbled his heart.” He recognized his special guests in the audience by name, among them his aunt, Joan Brown, who has been like a mother to him, and his wife, Gail, “the apple of my eye.” “Thank you so much for your support,” he concluded.
The Councilman then took his seat on the dais as former Councilman Richard Johnson stepped down.
Mayor Festerman then asked Jay Donecker to step forward.

Oath of Office to Donecker.

Judge Wilkins then gave the oath of office to Mayor-Elect Jay Donecker, who was accompanied by his wife, Anne Donecker. (A COPY OF THE OATH IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Mayor Donecker then signed the oath. Former Mayor James Festerman introduced Mayor Jay Donecker, and then the two men shook hands before Festerman took a seat in the audience.
Mayor Donecker thanked everyone who helped this happen, like Councilmen Harry Brown and Tom Balsley. He said this was a wonderful experience with the election and the results. He emphasized that the work is just starting as they would build on what this Council has already done, including former Mayor Festerman and former Councilman Johnson. We have to build on top of it, there are a lot of changes, he added, in the future. With the collective wisdom of our Council, he said he felt we would be able to meet those challenges. 
But the new Mayor threw out a challenge to citizens tonight. One of the issues he discovered during this campaign is the disengagement of our citizens as to what our City Hall does. He said it’s not always about what our City Council or City Hall can do for our citizens, but it is also what our citizens can do for the City of Reidsville. Anytime there is an opportunity to engage citizens and help them to help solve these problems we are going to have, I ask you to come to City Hall, get engaged, sign up for the boards and commissions, come out for our City Hall hours which we will be announcing later. The Mayor said we need you, and if we don’t do it for ourselves, who will? He thanked everyone again, especially his campaign organizing committee. He thanked the head of his campaign committee, Bill Sutton, and his campaign treasurer, Cindy Teague, and “last but not least”, his wife, Anne, who agreed to sign on to this for a third term.
Mayor Donecker then asked Councilman Johnson to come forward.
RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING MAYOR JAMES K. FESTERMAN AND COUNCILMAN RICHARD JOHNSON.
Mayor Donecker noted the need to recognize the departing Council members, who signed on to help the City and that is something we should never forget. We are all basically volunteers, he stated, adding that we might be sitting up there, but we’re all citizens of Reidsville. We all signed on to take on some of the hard decisions as Council members, the Mayor said.
Councilman Johnson recognized.

Mayor Donecker then read the following proclamation to the outgoing Councilman:
CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION
WHEREAS, Councilman Richard Johnson has faithfully served four years on the Reidsville City Council following his election in October of 2009 until December, 2013, and;

WHEREAS, it was his civic mindedness that led him to become a Council member while balancing a busy work schedule, a full church commitment and his time as a devoted husband and father, and;

WHEREAS, during his tenure on the Council, he has been a champion of the infrastructure improvements needed by the City, among them the replacement of the Lake Reidsville Spillway and the ongoing rehab of the Reidsville Water Treatment and Wastewater Treatment Plants, and;

WHEREAS, he has served as an important influence on the many projects being undertaken by the City of Reidsville, including the proposed Senior Center, and;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Reidsville City Council does extend to 

Councilman Richard Johnson

its heartfelt thanks for his four years on this board and extends to him best wishes as he goes on to the next chapter in his life.

This the 10th day of December, 2013.

/s/________________________________

John M. “Jay” Donecker, Mayor
Mayor Donecker then presented Johnson with his gift, a plaque inscribed with the following:

In Grateful Recognition of 

Councilman Richard Johnson

and his contributions to the

City of Reidsville

as a member of the

Reidsville City Council

December 2009 – December 2013

Johnson thanked the Council for all of the things they got done and said he appreciated all the time he spent working with them. He said he hoped they would continue to do good things for the City of Reidsville. To the citizens of Reidsville, it was a privilege and an honor to serve you these four years, he said. Johnson said he would not say it was an easy road, and he would not say it was a hard one, but it was a “journey of love.” He concluded by thanking everyone again for the opportunity to serve these four years.
Mayor Festerman recognized.

Mayor Donecker then presented the following proclamation to former Mayor Festerman:

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION
WHEREAS, Mayor James K. Festerman has committed 16 years of service to the Reidsville City Council, culminating with the last eight years as Mayor of our fair City, and;

WHEREAS, his time on City Council is part of more than 50 years dedicated to his beloved hometown of Reidsville starting with his time as a Reidsville Police Officer, and;

WHEREAS, during his tenure on the Council, he has been a strong supporter of our citizens, the City’s employees and countless civic organizations and spearheaded numerous projects to make the City of Reidsville a better place to work, live and play, and;

WHEREAS, the “Chief” will always be remembered as one of the City’s biggest cheerleaders, helping to earn Reidsville the coveted distinction in 2008 as an “All-America City”;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Reidsville City Council does extend to 

Mayor James K. Festerman

its heartfelt thanks for his 16 years on this board and extends to him best wishes as he finds more time to go fishing and spending quality time with his beloved grandchildren.

This the 10th day of December, 2013.

/s/___________________________________

John M. “Jay” Donecker, Mayor

While Festerman opened his gift, Mayor Donecker related the story of how his aunt and uncle were visiting him and Anne not long after they had moved to Reidsville. His aunt and uncle got lost trying to find their house on Briarwood. They called the police station, and it was the Chief of Police, James Festerman, who helped them get to their house, he noted. He asked what other city would ever think of doing that, noting that had sold him on Reidsville on that day. Festerman joked that the reason he did that was because they looked like unsavory characters, a statement which drew laughter from the audience.
The Chief opened his present, a bronze plaque with the inscribed wording which he read aloud:

James K. Festerman

In recognition of over 50 years of public service to the City of Reidsville

Hired as a Police Officer on January 14, 1963, James Klenner Festerman rose through the ranks, being appointed Chief of the Reidsville Police Department in 1983.  Retiring in February, 1997, James ran for Reidsville City Council in that year, serving as Mayor Pro-Tem for eight years.   He successfully ran for Mayor twice, retiring in December, 2013.  Mayor Festerman, preferring to be known as “Chief”, served faithfully, diligently and with good humor and was always his hometown’s greatest cheerleader.  Of the many civic improvements and projects that he was instrumental in developing, Chief’s favorite and most heart-warming achievement was when Reidsville was named an “All-America City” in 2008.   

Given to him by the Reidsville City Council and the grateful citizens of Reidsville, North Carolina.

December 11, 2013 (THE END)
Festerman said he would always treasure it. Mayor Donecker informed Festerman that the plaque will hang in the entranceway of the Reidsville Police Department so that anyone who walks in there will remember him and the impact he had on the City. The audience gave Festerman a lengthy round of applause. Mayor Donecker then invited the former Mayor to say a few words.
Festerman said “you always outdo yourselves.” He said he wanted to take it home with him for at least a while. He said he was nervous but also excited about the direction in which the City is going.  The City Council is extremely fortunate to have people like this willing to serve our City, the former Mayor said. He then called Rockingham County Commissioner Mark Richardson forward. He said Richardson had been telling him he was coming and bringing his recorder to record the profound statements he, Festerman, would make. He said he wanted Mr. Richardson up close where he could hear all the profound statements he was going to make. He also suggested Richardson have additional batteries because it would take 45 minutes.
Festerman then said there would be no profound statements, but he said it had been a real pleasure for him to serve the citizens of Reidsville. He said he did not realize when he grew up on Walters Street that one day he would have the opportunity to serve so many folks and make so many friends and acquaintances. It has truly been a tremendous opportunity, he said, noting that he had no idea he would be able to shake hands with so many Presidents, so many Governors and others. All of that was possible, first of all, because his parents taught him the right values, but more importantly, after that, he had the opportunity to come to work for the City. Along the way, the City chose to hire an outstanding City Manager, Kelly Almond, who is here tonight with his wife, Frances, Festerman said. Although they had a great relationship, they didn’t always agree but they never became disagreeable with each other, he continued. Almond was a guiding force, he said, telling Commissioner Richardson that he wasn’t going to talk about the things he, Festerman, had done, because other people had done them. He just happened to be a part of them, the former Mayor said. He said he wasn’t going to talk about things that happened during his tenure because that made it sound like it was about him. None of it was about him or due to him but was due to the City Councils he served with, he said, certainly this group right here.
Once Kelly retired, we did have the good wisdom to select another outstanding City Manager, Michael Pearce, Festerman said. “Michael has been a great City Manager and will lead Reidsville for a long time to come, I hope,” he stated. He said a lot of people think he and Pearce are really, really close and get along together really good. One day, they were “going at it pretty good” in his office about something when Pearce stopped and said he’d like all those people who think we get together on everything to see them now, Festerman said. He told Pearce he appreciated the job he was doing and his friendship.
Festerman began to speak about his wife, Priscilla, who he lost earlier in the year, but was unable to go on. He asked for prayers and noted how much he missed her. “Thank you and God bless you,” he concluded.

Councilman Turner asked to say a few words. He said he had known Festerman since he was a boy. We both are the same age, he noted, saying they used to have a lot of hair and it was brown. “We have been through thick and thin together,” the Councilman said. He called Festerman “one of Reidsville’s best mayors. You have danced with the seniors, you have represented this Council well,” he said, noting he couldn’t list everything Festerman had done. “You have been a public servant for Reidsville for over 50 years – almost 51—and you love Reidsville as well as I,” Councilman Turner said.

Councilman Hairston noted that 34 years ago he worked out at the Reidsville YMCA with Festerman and didn’t know that he was a police officer, much less a captain at the time. He thanked Festerman for asking him the question whether he was interested in becoming a police officer. The Councilman thanked him for the opportunity to become a City employee and a Reidsville police officer. He said that had been the greatest career he could ever have, and I owe a lot of that to you, for the training and for everything. He thanked Festerman, who said that was one of his better decisions.

Councilman Balsley noted that he and Festerman were friends before he came on City Council, which he did because Festerman called and harassed him to sign up to be on Council. Since serving with him, they have become even better friends, he said. He said he appreciated so much his friendship, his guidance and everything he had done for him personally and in becoming assimilated into this job. The Councilman said he appreciated what Festerman had done for the City of Reidsville and for all of us.
Councilman Gorham said he enjoyed working with Festerman as well, adding that he thinks he has recruited him into being a Green Bay Packers fan because everytime he sees him, Festerman says something about the Packers. One of Festerman’s two terms as Mayor gave him a two-year break, the Councilman said, but that gave him time to regroup and come back, and “I’m back now”. He said he appreciated working with him.
City Manager Pearce said he didn’t think he had the words to express his appreciation for everything he has done for the City. The Mayor and he worked together as department heads when Festerman was Chief of Police, and they go way back, Pearce said. Then they worked together with Festerman on Council and then with him as City Manager. One thing about Mayor Festerman, he made him, Pearce, better at his job because if anyone on Council was going to challenge him, it was going to be the Mayor, he said. Pearce said he knew he better be prepared with every little detail in the agenda packet because he knew the Mayor would scour it and find that one little thing. He said Festerman made him better, made us better and made the City better, and he thanked him.
Councilwoman Walker said she was new to this and sat on the back row watching everything going on. There’s no better person who loves Reidsville more than you do, she told Festerman. Before she was even elected, he tried to get Oprah Winfrey and “Lovetown” to come to Reidsville, she said. She thanked him from the bottom of her heart for being such a wonderful spokesperson for the City of Reidsville. She also said that just because he’s gone doesn’t mean he can’t continue to talk about us and help us in every way. She concluded by saying she had enjoyed meeting his family and seeing him at church.
Councilman Brown thanked Festerman for the support he gave him and his department when he worked for the City of Reidsville. He said Festerman was always very supportive and also gave him good advice, and he thanked him for being a friend.

County Commissioner Richardson congratulated the new and departing members of the City Council. He noted that he had met Mayor Donecker at Leadership Rockingham. On behalf of himself and Commissioner Duncan who was also here tonight, they intend to collaborate and move forward, he said. There are people in this County who are underemployed and others who need employment, he continued. He said he and Commissioner Duncan are going to work with these folks strongly for economic well-being and quality of life here.
Richardson said he got to know James more fully since he became a rookie Commissioner. He said he really respects James and at every single Chamber coffee and ribbon cutting he attended, your Mayor was there not to make a political appearance but to encourage opportunities for the citizens of Reidsville. He said that kind of attitude is something we can all prosper with – team effort. He told Festerman he prizes his friendship, he commiserates with his great loss, maybe more than others because she was such a lovely lady, and “you need all the help you can get to improve.” Festerman said he needed that.

Festerman said he was probably the least technologically savvy Mayor Reidsville has ever had. He said Angela (the City Clerk) kept insisting he get a Blackberry so he pulled out his black day planner from his pocket and said “this is what my blackberry looks like.”
The former Mayor recognized several friends and former Mayor and Council members in the audience, among them his longtime friend Dwight Lucas, who was a police officer with him. He said this is their night (the new Council members) and Reidsville is in good hands. He said he wasn’t going anywhere, he would be around because he loves Reidsville and will always love Reidsville. He thanked them for all the good things they’ve done for him over the years.

2013-2014 COUNCIL ORGANIZATION AS REQUIRED BY G.S. 160A-6
ELECTION OF MAYOR PRO TEM
Mayor Donecker asked for nominations for Mayor Pro Tem.
Councilman Balsley said it was his distinct honor and privilege to nominate Harry Brown as the Mayor Pro Tem of Reidsville. The motion was seconded by Councilman Gorham.

The Mayor asked if there were any other nominations? There being none, the nominations were closed.
The motion passed in a 7-0 vote.

After shaking hands with former Mayor Pro Tem Balsley, Mayor Pro Tem Brown thanked the Council members for their confidence in him and for giving him the opportunity to serve as Mayor Pro Tem. He said he was looking forward to working with everyone and the Mayor as Mayor Pro Tem.

APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL LIAISONS:
Mayor Donecker announced the following board and commission liaison appointments:


ABC Board – Councilwoman Walker


Appearance Commission – Councilwoman Walker
Chamber of Commerce – Councilman Balsley; Councilman Turner as Alternate
Downtown Corporation – Councilman Turner, Councilman Balsley as Alternate

Historic Preservation Commission – Councilman Hairston

Human Relations Commission – Councilman Hairston

Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission – Mayor Pro Tem Brown



Community Pool Association – Councilman Gorham


Planning Board – Councilman Balsley

Rockingham County Partnership – Mayor Donecker; Councilman Gorham as Alternate.

Piedmont Triad Regional Council of Governments – Mayor Donecker; Mayor Pro Tem Brown as Alternate.
PUBLIC COMMENTS.
No public comments were made.
ADJOURN TO THE FIRST-FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM FOR RECEPTION HONORING NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS. 
Councilman Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Hairston and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn.
Everyone was invited into the adjacent conference room for a reception.







______________________________________

John M. “Jay” Donecker, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________

 Angela G. Stadler, CMC/NCCMC

 City Clerk

December 10, 2013
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