MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2010 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Councilman Richard Johnson


Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                        

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
Mayor Pro-Tem Tom Balsley


Councilman George O. Rucker

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager








Cindy Farris, Deputy City Clerk








William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Michael Pearce, Community Development Director

David Bracken, Fire Chief

Edd Hunt, Police Chief

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order and recognized Pastor Randy Hester of Community Baptist Church, who provided the invocation. 

The Mayor and Council members then led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Mayor Festerman asked Council members if they wanted any items pulled from the Consent Agenda? Councilman John Henderson asked that Item No. 3, Approval of participation in an Interlocal Chloramine Conversion Education Agreement with the City of Greensboro, be pulled for further discussion.

Council Clark Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman John Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 5-0 vote, to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1-2. 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 2010 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE FEBRUARY 25, 2010 RECESSED MEETING MINUTES.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 5-0 vote, the Council approved the February 10, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes and the February 25, 2010 Recessed Meeting Minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – APPROVAL OF INCREASE IN MONTHLY SANITATION FEE FROM $4.80 TO $5.35 DUE TO UTILIZATION OF THE ROCKINGHAM COUNTY LANDFILL.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 5-0 vote, the Council approved a monthly sanitation fee increase from the current $4.80 to $5.35.

- End of Consent Agenda -

Council members then discussed the pulled agenda item.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 – APPROVAL OF PARTICIPATION IN AN INTERLOCAL CHLORAMINE CONVERSION EDUCATION AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF GREENSBORO.

Councilman Henderson asked the City Manager for further information on this item. City Manager Almond stated that a new method of disinfecting drinking water by adding ammonia to the finished water results in better performance of residual disinfectants to the water system. Councilman Henderson asked if the change could affect kidney dialysis patients. City Manager Almond said yes, that the study reported that chloramines are detrimental to dialysis patients as well as aquatic life. Mayor Festerman stated that Greensboro is the lead agency for the program, which is designed to educate the public.
Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Joan Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 5-0 vote, to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 3. (A COPY OF THE AGREEMENT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
PROCLAMATIONS:
RECOGNITION OF RETIRED FIRE CAPTAIN KENNETH W. LOFTIS.
Mayor Festerman asked former Fire Captain Kenneth Loftis to come forward and read a Certificate of Appreciation for the retiree. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Mayor Festerman said the citizens of Reidsville are very fortunate to be served by such dedicated individuals such as Captain Loftis. He said he had worked with him, gone to church with him and they had grown up together. Mayor Festerman asked Fire Chief David Bracken to say a few words about Captain Loftis. Chief Bracken said he missed the full coffee pot since Loftis had retired. He thanked Loftis for his dedicated service.
RECOGNITION OF RETIRED CUSTODIAN ALEXANDER WILLIAMS.
Mayor Festerman asked retired Custodian Alexander Williams to come forward and read a Certificate of Appreciation for him. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Mayor Festerman noted that he had worked with Alexander and appreciated his uplifting spirit. The Mayor then invited Police Chief Edd Hunt to come forward and share a few thoughts regarding Williams. Chief Hunt said that Alexander had been in charge of coffee at the Police Department and that after he retired, Lt. Lee Edmonds had tried to take over the task. He mentioned that Captain Ronnie Ellison poured the coffee out in protest. Chief Hunt agreed with the Mayor about Williams’ disposition. Chief Hunt said Williams did a great job and is missed.
RECOGNITION OF MARCH 19, 2010 AS “SHOW YOUR SPIRIT DAY” IN

REIDSVILLE.
Mayor Festerman referenced the proclamation, which encourages people to take part in “Show Your Spirit Day” on March 18 as requested by the Jimmy V Foundation. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
RECOGNITION OF 2009 STATE 2-AA FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS, THE REIDSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL RAMS.
Mayor Festerman asked Head Coach Doug Robertson and the Reidsville Rams Football players who were present to come forward. He then read a Certificate of Recognition for them. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Mayor Festerman stressed how proud the whole city is of the coaching staff and the team. He asked Coach Robertson to introduce the players present. Coach Robertson said he was very proud of these young men, that they were good kids and would in turn grow up to be good citizens of Reidsville. He said they were the future of Reidsville. The Mayor asked how many of the players present had participated in the Reidsville City Parks & Recreation Department programs. All of the players raised their hands. The Mayor presented the team with a football, which he asked the team to sign. He said the signed football would be displayed in the awards case at City Hall.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
CONSIDERATION OF A TEXT AMENDMENT THAT WOULD ALLOW NAIL SALONS AS A HOME OCCUPATION BY SPECIAL USE PERMIT. (T2010-2) 
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff stated that in February Mr. Trung Ngoc Truong submitted to the Planning Board an application requesting that a nail salon be allowed as a home occupation. The Planning Board reviewed the application but had some concerns, she said. Setliff stated that without hearing from the surrounding property owners at the time, the application was denied. However, the Planning Board directed Setliff to draft an ordinance allowing the proposed amendment by Special Use Permit. Setliff stressed that staff is not recommending for or against the text amendment. Setliff recounted the conditions and requirements of the permit. Setliff said the amendment was approved in a 4-2 vote from the Planning Board. 
Councilman Johnson asked if other cities were allowing this to be done. Setliff commented that she had not researched other municipalities, but that when listing the home occupations the City does allow, the one most closely related to a nail salon is a 

hair salon. Councilman Henderson commented that there had been other cases when the business owner, after the permitted home occupancy business had been allowed, chose to build at the location. He stressed that it had happened in his neighborhood. Setliff said that the permit did not allow any use of an outside building. Councilman Henderson asked if there was anyone within the City who would be policing such businesses. Setliff said such issues would be handled on a complaint basis. She stated if the department received a complaint that was in violation, the inspections department would send one of the inspectors out to make a report. Councilman Johnson said he did not understand how such a business would not generate a need for more parking, increased water and sewer usage, etc. Setliff stated that the permit limits the amount of additional employees, allowing only one more than the residents of the home. Councilwoman Zdanski commented that the services offered would be limited due to the number of employees. Councilman Johnson mentioned the percentage of square feet in the dwelling and suggested that you could set up several nail stations within the available space. Setliff reiterated that the number of additional employees would limit the amount of services rendered. Discussion ensued.
Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 3:41 p.m. by asking if anyone wished to speak in favor of the Text Amendment? No one came forward. He asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition? Again, no one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 3:41 p.m.
Mayor Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski, to approve the Text Amendment allowing nail salons as a home occupation by Special Use Permit. The motion was approved in a 4-1 vote with Councilman Johnson voting in opposition.

The Text Amendment as approved follows:
Amendment T 2010-2
AMENDING THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING

ARTICLE V, DISTRICT REGULATIONS;
SECTION 2, TABLE OF PERMITTED USES; NOTE 2, HOME OCCUPATIONS 
OF THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina, that the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Reidsville be amended as follows:

Part I.
 By adding Nail Salon as a permitted home occupation under Article V, Section 4, Table of Permitted Uses, Note 2 for Home Occupations.

Part II.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina

ADOPTED this the _______ day of _________________, 2010 by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina.



/s/_____________________________________________________



    JAMES K. FESTERMAN, MAYOR, REIDSVILLE, N.C.

/s/___________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING ASSESSMENT ROLL AND LEVYING ASSESSMENTS FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE CITY’S WATER SYSTEM BY INSTALLING APPROXIMATELY 450 FEET OF WATER MAIN AND APPURTENANCES BEGINNING AT AN EXISTING WATER MAIN LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF SHERATON ROAD AND ROBINHOOD ROAD, WESTWARD ALONG SHERATON ROAD TO THE APPROXIMATE WESTERN EDGE OF PARCEL #7993-15-52-1663. 
In making the staff report, City Manager Almond said the water line had been completed. He said the project was based on a valid petition representing 71% of the frontage and 67% of the property owners. The City Manager recommended the approval of the Resolution and asked if there were any questions.
Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 3:45 p.m., asking if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the Resolution? No one came forward. He asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in opposition to the Resolution? No one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 3:45 p.m.

Mayor Festerman then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved in a 5-0 vote, to approve the Resolution Confirming Assessment Roll and Levying Assessments for the extension of the City’s water system at the intersection of Sheraton Road and Robinhood Road, westward along Sheraton Road to the approximate western edge of parcel #7996-15-52-1663.
The Resolution as approved follows:

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING ASSESSMENT ROLL

AND LEVYING ASSESSMENTS
(WP-08-01)

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville has on this day held a public hearing, after due notice as required by law, on the Preliminary Assessment Roll for the water extension installing approximately 450 feet of water main and appurtenances beginning at an existing water main located at the intersection of Sheraton Road and Robinhood Road, henceforth westward along Sheraton Road to the approximate western edge of Parcel #7993-15-52-1663; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council has heard all those present who requested to be heard, and has found the said Assessment Roll to be proper and correct;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that:

(1)
The Assessment Roll for the water extension installing approximately 450 feet of water main and appurtenances beginning at an existing water main located at the intersection of Sheraton Road and Robinhood Road, henceforth westward along Sheraton Road to the approximate western edge of Parcel #7993-15-52-1663 is hereby declared to be correct, and is hereby confirmed in accordance with G.S. 160A-228, and the assessments shown thereon are hereby levied pursuant to authority granted by G.S. 160A-216, as follows:

OWNERS ASSESSED
PIN#

            FRONTAGE

AMOUNT

Jerry Pearson Ware

7993-15-52-1663         100.00


$900.00

Michael W. Peters

7993-15-52-2682         150.00


$1,350.00

Patricia Peters







 

Christopher S. Laidlow
7993-15-52-4565
  50.00


$450.00

Rudolph J. Laidlow





 (corner lot exemption)

Todd E. Clark


7993-19-52-4369
  50.00


$450.00

Wendy L. Clark





 (corner lot exemption)

Gary M. Rudd


7993-19-52-2396
  125.00

$1,125.00

Janice Burton Rudd

Timothy Hayes Lemons
799-19-52-1368
  125.00
            $1,125.00

	(2)       The City Clerk is hereby directed to deliver to the City Tax Collector the said Assessment Roll and the Tax Collector is hereby charged with the collection of the said assessments in accordance with the procedure established by law.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


 (3)
The City of Reidsville Tax Collector is hereby directed to publish on the 30th day of March, 2010, a notice of confirmation of the Assessment Roll, which notice shall set forth the terms of payment of the assessments.

Adopted this 10th day of March, 2010.

/s/____________________________

      James K. Festerman

       Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/__________________________________

     Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

- End of Public Hearings -

CONSIDERATION OF REQUESTS FOR DEMOLITIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PROPERTIES BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR MICHAEL PEARCE:
325 S. Branch Street – 
In making the staff report, Community Development Director Michael Pearce requested permission to demolish the dwelling at 325 S. Branch Street. He stated the property had been inspected on September 17, 2009 by Codes Inspector Cole Perkinson, which revealed violations of the City’s Minimum Housing Code. He said the property had been damaged by fire and there had not been any work done to repair the damage. He said a title search found the property to be owned by Kitty L. Avery of 106 S. Washington Street, Reidsville, with Home Solutions Partners, LLC of Dallas, Texas being the lienholder. He said the owner had been delivered a notice of the hearing, which was held on November 3, 2009 at which time the property owner did appear. Pearce said the owner requested a list of demolition contractors as she or the bank would demolish the dwelling. He said an order to demolish the dwelling had been delivered to the owner by certified mail on November 4, 2009. He stated that, as required by the Minimum Housing Code, the Code Enforcement Order gave 90 days to demolish the dwelling, which expired on February 8, 2010. He said the cost of repairs ($52,000) exceeded 50% of the value of the building ($46,580). Pearce stated a follow-up inspection found the building to still be in dilapidated condition. He said the only unpaid taxes on the property were from 2009 in the amount of $821.06 and that the property does not have water and is unoccupied. 
Councilman Clark Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Johnson, to approve the Ordinance to demolish the structure at 325 S. Branch Street The motion was unanimously approved.
The Ordinance as approved follows:

O R D I N A N C E

To Demolish Structure at 325 S. Branch Street

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

    WHEREAS, on the 3rd day of November, 2009 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at S. Branch Street, Reidsville, North Carolina TAS Map No. 8905-19-60-5379.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner and lienholder by Certified Mail on October 16, 2009. Said owner being Kitty L. Avery and the lienholder being Home Solutions Partners, LLC.

WHEREAS, said owner did appear at said hearing and stated that she or the lienholder would demolish the structure, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered to said property owner and lienholder by Certified Mail on November 4, 2009.  The Order allowed said owner to remove or demolish the above structure on or before February 8, 2010, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been removed or demolished, and remains deteriorated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 325 S. Branch Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be demolished, and to placard said structure as provided by N.C.G.S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (a) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.

This is the 10th day of March, 2010.

/s/_____________________________________

    James K. Festerman, Mayor, 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

208 Hester Street –
In making the staff report, Community Development Director, Michael Pearce stated that the three properties at 208, 210, and 212 Hester Street are on the same parcel of land and owned by Wise Choice Investments, LLC. Pearce requested permission to demolish the dwelling at 208 Hester Street. He stated the property had been inspected on May 27, 2009 by Codes Inspector Cole Perkinson after complaints were received. He stated the inspection revealed violations to the City Minimum Housing Code. A title search found the property owner to be Wise Choice Investments out of Eden. He said there were no lienholders on the property. Mr. John Wise was notified about the hearing, which was held on November 17, 2009 but no one had appeared. Pearce stated that an order to demolish the dwelling was delivered by certified mail to Mr. Wise on December 16, 2009. The 90 days expired on March 5, 2010, and the order required demolition because the estimated cost of repairs ($8,000) exceeded 50% of the value of the building, which was recently re-estimated by the County Tax Department at $1,016.00.  A follow-up inspection had been done today and found that the dwelling continues to be in dilapidated condition, he said. The owner had put a new roof on the house, but Pearce said the structure is still basically a shell. He said the only unpaid taxes on the property were from 2009 in the amount of $240.73. He said the property does not have water and is unoccupied. 
Mayor Festerman asked if anyone had any questions or comments. 

Councilman Henderson commented it looks bad for the neighborhood when the houses are left unoccupied and dilapidated. He said it lowers property values. 
Pearce agreed regarding the conditions of the houses and said the County Tax Department was asked to re-appraise the properties. He commented that it surprised him that 208 Hester Street was valued at $1,016.00. He said he thought the scrap value alone would have been more than that amount.

Mayor Festerman questioned the valued amount at $1,016.00, and asked when the property was last occupied? Pearce stressed there wasn’t much to the dwelling, that it was basically a shell and that the City’s water department would have the dates of last occupancy.
Mayor Festerman asked property owner John Wise to come forward and address Council regarding the properties on Hester Street.

Mr. Wise stated that in May of 2009, he had traded property for the three houses on Hester Street. He said at the time he put new roofs on them and planned to rehab them. He said he was not aware that the inspections department had their eye on the houses. He said once he was notified by Inspector Perkinson regarding the condemnation, he started working on them with the intent of borrowing money to rehab each one. However, over the last year, lending has really tightened up, making it more difficult. He stressed that 208 Hester is currently just a shell. He said he had ripped everything out with only the foundation, walls, roof and windows remaining. He said he had a letter from an engineer, who had visited the site, which described the structural integrity of the foundation, walls and roof as being solid. He commented that the main damage to the kitchen and bathroom of the dwelling is from water damage resulting from plumbing issues. He asked the Council to give him more time to complete the repairs. He stressed that he had put off the electrical and plumbing until the last, due to vandalism concerns. He stated that he had a goal of completing 212 Hester in a week and a half and that he already has a renter ready to move in. He submitted new pictures of all three dwellings and the letter from the engineer. He asked the Council to reconsider demolition of the properties, adding that once he has finished the project, it would increase the tax value and would be of benefit to the City.
Councilman Turner asked Wise if he had funding for the project. Mr. Wise said he does have a residual coming in each month and that he had spent $23,000 already on the new roofs and the work that has been completed inside. He commented he knew that the homes had been an eyesore, but he had removed 18 loads of trash from the property.
Councilman Henderson asked when Council could expect all three houses to be completed? Mr. Wise said when he acquired the properties, he anticipated having the project completed within a year and a half. He said it has been 10 months and he has one almost ready for occupancy. He expressed concerns about vandalism and theft when the properties are unoccupied. 

Mayor Festerman asked Wise when the photos had been taken. Mr. Wise said the photos had been taken within the last few days. The Mayor asked Inspector Perkinson to come forward and address Council.  The Mayor and council members requested clarification regarding the photos in the agenda packet compared to the ones Wise presented to the Council. Discussion ensued. 
Councilman Turner asked Wise how long it would take to bring the other two houses up to code. Wise said it would take him about six months. He said he already had a tenant ready to move in the one house that is near completion. He said he had their approved application and could possible be ready for them to move in March 19th. 

Michael Pearce said that the most frustrating time for the neighborhood and the inspections department is when a project drags on and on. He gets complaints from the neighbors, who want these conditions taken care of, he said. He said he appreciated Wise’s intentions to rehab these dwellings, but the process was taking too long. Councilman Turner commented that Wise has had 6 months. 
City Manager Almond stated that the properties had been owned since last May and asked Wise when the building permit had been issued? Mr. Wise said he had not been issued a building permit because he had not started the electrical and plumbing. He said he hadn’t been notified until October that the inspections department was considering demolishing the houses. He said his intentions had been to complete the work on these three houses sooner, but he owns about 80 other properties in the county, is a general contractor as well and is also working on several new houses at this time.  He stated at the time that he traded for these houses, he did have a $24,000.00 lien on the other property. 

Mayor Festerman asked Wise to clarify his intentions and when Council could expect the occupancy of these houses. Wise said he intended to have 212 Hester Street ready by next week. Councilman Turner asked about 208 Hester. Wise said his intention was to leave 208 until last because it needed the most work. Mayor Festerman asked Wise when he estimated 208 would be ready for occupancy. Wise replied it could be ready in six months. Councilwoman Zdanski asked what the occupancy of these houses were, how many bedrooms? Wise stated that all three had two bedrooms and one bathroom. Mayor Festerman said that six months is a long time for the neighbors to have to look at the dilapidated conditions. He stressed that Council wants to work with Mr. Wise and that Reidsville is in need of affordable housing. He said it is not one house the neighbors are looking at in this condition, it is three and asked Wise if there was any way he could complete the work sooner? Wise said he was willing to try to complete the work sooner. 

City Manager Almond asked Wise if he understood him to say that there was a lien on the property? Wise said yes that there was a $24,000 lien on the property he traded. City Attorney McLeod asked Wise when the loan had been taken out? Wise said that he had bought a house on Osborne Street in Eden several years ago and that he had traded it for the houses on Hester Street and that the loan transferred to the properties on Hester Street. City Manager Almond stated that if there was a collateral lien involved, that was a major issue. Almond requested City Attorney Bill McLeod to research the matter a little more closely. Mr. Wise said that it was a property loan with the First Bank of Mayodan.  Wise stated the swap consisted of a collateral swap as well as a deed swap in May of 2009. 
Councilman Turner asked for clarification on the photographs and when they were taken? Cole Perkinson stated that the photos in the agenda packets were taken within the last month. He said Wise has done some work since the photos were taken. Councilman Turner asked Wise if he had cleaned up outside the houses since the pictures had been taken. Wise commented that he had cleaned up the trees, brush and trash in November. 
Mayor Festerman suggested that the matter be tabled until the issue with the lien is cleared up. City Manager Almond said he didn’t think the Council could wait until the April Council meeting. He stressed to Mr. Wise that he would hate for him to invest any more money in repairs and then the decision be made by Council to go ahead and demolish. City Attorney McLeod said he would check the status of the lien and get back to the City Manager as soon as possible. Mayor Festerman stated that the Council could not issue an order to demolish if the property held a lien. City Manager Almond said he thought that a budget meeting would need to be called next week and the matter could be discussed further after the research findings regarding the lien had been completed.  
Councilwoman Zdanski asked if a certificate of occupancy can be drafted that quickly as Mr. Wise said he hoped to have the dwelling rented next week. Michael Pearce stated that once the permit is issued and the plumbing and electrical completed, his office would go ahead and inspect the dwelling. If the building passed inspection, the certificate of occupancy would be issued. Wise commented that he had already purchased light fixtures, cabinets and water heaters for all three houses. 
Councilman John Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilman Johnson, to stay the Ordinance to demolish the structures at 208, 210 and 212 Hester Street until the Council meets the week of April 14, 2010. The motion was unanimously approved.
PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Home occupation nail salon request
Mr. Trung Ngoc Truong of 1755 S. Scales Street came forward to comment on his application requesting a nail salon be allowed as a home occupation. Mr. Truong said he wanted the Council to know how thankful he was to be able to come before them with his situation. He stated that he would be very appreciative if the Council decided in his favor. He said he and his wife currently rent space at Wal-mart and that it is very expensive and has gone up over the last two years. He suggested that it also would be a better situation for his children if the family business was located at his residence. He thanked Council for their time.

Mayor Festerman clarified for Mr. Truong that the text amendment had been approved earlier in the meeting, but he would have to apply for a Special Use Permit from the Community Development Department upstairs at City Hall.

Dilapidated House at 1104 Lindsey Street

Clara Gunn of 1108 Lindsey Street came forward to address the Council. Ms. Gunn said she wanted to make the Council aware of the condition of the house next door to her at 1104 Lindsey Street. She said that she had spoken to Donna Setliff and Michael Pearce regarding the property last year. She stated her concern that people are sleeping in the vacant house at night, it is in dilapidated shape and that the doors are open, which allows snakes to live inside. She said that was the reason the last tenants moved. Chuck Faint owns the property, she said.
Rezoning of 111 S. Scales Street request

Mr. Nader Z. Hamidpour who owns the building at 111 S. Scales Street came forward to address the Council. Mr. Hamidpour said he had bought the building 12 years ago from Dr. Perry. He stressed he would like the zoning changed back to the way it was when Dr. Perry operated a night club at the location. He said the building was useless to him with the current zoning. He stated he wanted to open a private nightclub but he could not get insurance. He said the inspections department would not allow the club under current situations. He requested Council reconsider and choose to rezone this part of downtown.  He said he had someone who wanted to rent the property. Mr. Hamidpour said that the inspections department had several requirements regarding the structure with which he had complied. He mentioned that he had hired an engineer from Winston-Salem to look at the building and that it passed everything. He said he realizes there are some cosmetic problems, some of which were caused by recent storms. He stressed that he pays his mortgage and the taxes, but he wants to be able to get insurance on the building. 
Councilman Turner asked if the business Mr. Hamidpour is referring to was called Park Avenue? Mayor Festerman replied in the affirmative. Councilwoman Zdanski asked if the club had been a private club or was open to the public? Mr. Hamidpour said it had been a private night club. Mayor Festerman stated the recommendation for rezoning 111 S. Scales Street would be taken under advisement. 
The Mayor acknowledged County Commissioner Bobby Stanley was in the audience at this afternoon’s meeting and thanked him attending. 
CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS:
City Manager Almond distributed the ballots for the board and commission appointments to be considered.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT. 

Jaycee Park Improvements.

City Manger Almond mentioned that he would like to set up a time next week to talk about preliminary budget numbers, particularly capital requests. The Council members discussed possible dates with March 16th at noon being chosen. City Manager Almond moved on to item #4 from his written report regarding improvements to Jaycee Park. (A COPY OF THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) He said that all contractual documents had been executed and he expected demolition work to start any day. He discussed the condition of the playing fields and said the contractor was going to have a difficult time due to the way the grading had been done previously. He discussed the fencing. He confirmed that the fence removal and grading can be done one field at a time so that they can be placed back in service as soon as possible.  He stressed that some of the fields would be out of commission until July. 
Mayor Festerman commented that the City had saved $30,000 by waiting to proceed with the project. He asked if there would be any improvements done to the tennis courts? Almond responded that there weren’t any funds appropriated for the tennis courts. 
Old Bank of Reidsville Building.

City Manager Almond said the only other matter he would like to address was a request that the Council allow the City Attorney to transfer the mortgage the City has on the old Bank of Reidsville building over to the new LLC to continue the project. He stated that originally the building had been sold to Waheed Haq, who made a down payment and agreed to make five annual installments on the balance of $80,000 over the next four years. Mr. Tim Height of Height Construction has formed a new LLC to take over the project. City Manager Almond requested that the same terms be transferred over to the new owners. He said he realized it would take some legal work to make this happen.
Councilman Turner asked if the project was under way again? Almond responded that they had applied for a facade grant

Councilman Turner made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 5-0 vote, to approve the transfer of the mortgage.  
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman said she had attended the Historic Preservation Commission meeting February 16th at which time the budget was discussed. She mentioned that a resolution regarding support from the City for the establishment of the Rockingham County Museum and Archives was included in the agenda packets, she asked that council members read the enclosed information. She commented that care for the Governor Reid House was discussed during the budget portion of the meeting. She said she had attended the Reidsville Appearance Commission meeting held on February 25th. She commented that Community Development Director Pearce reported on the improvements to North Scales Street. She stated there was a presentation on the recycling project. The Councilwoman thanked members of council and staff for their prayers during her husband’s stay in the hospital. 
Mayor Festerman - He reported that the May City Council meeting had been switched from May 12th to May 5th. 

Councilman Johnson – No report.
Councilman Turner - No report.
Councilman Henderson - The Councilman stated that the Chamber of Commerce did meet on February 24th but was undecided regarding relocation of the office. He said the minutes for the Human Relations Commission’s February meeting were included in the agenda packet. He apologized to the Council members and the Police Department for his absence at last week’s meeting. He said he had an appointment and that he normally waits on notification about the meeting from the City, but he didn’t get it. He said he had spoken to Councilman Rucker and had been asked to express his appreciation to Councilwoman Zdanski, the City Manager and the members of Council for their concern during his illness. He hopes to be back very soon.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
Deputy Clerk Cindy Farris announced the following unanimous appointments:
Human Relations Commission – Alexander Williams of 912 Walters Street was re-instated to this Commission for a three-year term.
Planning Board – Randy Moore of 306 Thompsonville Street was appointed to this board for a 5-year term. (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
Mayor Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 5-0 vote, that today’s meeting be recessed until March 16th at noon in the first-floor conference room.





___________________________________







James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________

 Cindy Farris, Deputy Clerk
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